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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 

TOWN  HALL, 

READING, 

July ,  1948. 

TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS 
OF  THE  COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  READING 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  an  annual  report  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1947. 


Statistical  Summary 


Area  of  borough  (in  acres) 

9,106 

Population  (estimated  mid-year — Registrar- 

General)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

112,960 

Registered  births — Total 

2,533 

Legitimate 

2,365 

Illegitimate 

168 

Birth-rate  (per  1,000  of  the  population) 

22.4 

(20.5) 

Still-births 

54 

,,  rate  (per  1 ,000  live  and  still-births) 

20.9 

Infant  deaths  (under  one  year)  : — 

Legitimate 

81 

Illegitimate 

8 

Total  . 

89 

Infant  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  live  births)  : — 

Legitimate 

34.2 

Illegitimate 

47.6 

Total  . 

35.1 

(41.0) 

Registered  deaths  (all  causes) 

1,395 

Crude  death-rate  (per  1,000  of  the  population) 

12.3 

(12.0) 

Number  of  marriages  during  the  year 

1,106 

Tuberculosis  death  rate  (per  1,000  of  the  population)  : — 

Pulmonary  only 

0.62 

Non-pulmonary  only  ... 

0.05 

All  forms 

0.67 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence 

of,  child-birth  : — 

From  sepsis 

— 

From  other  causes 

2 

Total  . 

2 

Maternal  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  births) 

0.77 

(0.85) 

(. Figures  in  parenthesis  indicate  corresponding  figures  for  England 

and  Wales). 
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It  will  be  noticed  that  the  population  has  again  increased. 
The  estimated  mid-year  figure  for  1939  was  100,600.  Although 
Reading  escaped  destruction  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  war, 
this  addition  to  the  population  is  obviously  a  major  factor  in  the 
present  housing  problem. 

The  birth-rate  shows  a  further  increase  on  last  year’s  high 
figure. 

The  Infant  mortality  rate  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  the 
history  of  the  Borough. 

The  crude  death-rate  is  12.3  but  it  will  be  remembered  that 
this  is  not  a  reliable  figure  for  comparison  with  other  years.  The 
Registrar  General  is  still  unable  to  supply  a  comparability  factor. 

Tuberculosis.  The  mortality  is  less  than  in  previous  years 
but  still  higher  than  the  figure  for  1938. 

Maternal  mortality  remains  commendably  small. 

On  the  whole,  a  satisfactory  year,  as  far  as  these  statistics 
are  concerned. 


CAUSES  OF  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH 
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There  are  no  important  changes  in  the  order  of  frequency  of 
causes  of  deaths.  “  Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory 
system  ”  comprise  the  largest  group,  with  “  Cancer  ”  as  the 
second  most  frequent  cause.  It  will  be  noted  that  in  children 
measles  and  whooping  cough  cause  more  deaths  than  all  the  other 
notifiable  diseases  put  together. 

Much  concern  was  occasioned  in  the  year  under  review  by 
the  nation-wide  increase  of  infantile  parafysis,  yet  it  will  be  seen 
that  one  death  only  is  recorded  against  this  infection.  In  com¬ 
parison  11  deaths  were  due  to  road  accidents. 

PREVENTION  AND  CONTROL  OF 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Scarlet  Fever  has  remained  a  generally  trivial  complaint 
as  far  as  the  severity  of  the  illness  is  concerned.  This  tends  to 
render  very  irksome  to  parents  and  patients,  the  observance 
of  strict  isolation.  No  increase  in  prevalence  has  followed 
the  non-admission  to  hospital  of  the  majority  of  cases  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  such  a  measure  plays  little  part  in 
eliminating  this  infection  in  its  present  form. 

Whooping  Cough  maintained  its  prevalence  and  is  a 
matter  for  concern  in  debilitated  infants.  The  results  of  large 
scale  trials  of  new  types  of  vaccines  are  not  yet  available,  and  so 
far  the  position,  that  immunity  cannot  be  produced  with 
reasonable  certainty  by  such  vaccines,  remains  unchanged. 


Measles  was  again  in  epidemic  cycle.  Whenever  possible, 
severe  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital,  and  the  fatality  of  the 
disease  was  fortunately  low.  Severe  attacks  in  young  children, 
however,  may  be  followed  by  much  ill-health  and  since  artificial 
immunity  cannot  be  given,  the  postponement  of  infection  until 
the  child  is  over  5  years  of  age  should  be  the  aim. 

Smallpox.  Travellers  from  abroad,  notified  as  possible 
contacts  by  Port  Health  Officers,  were  visited  as  required.  A 
case  seen  in  consultation  for  a  general  practitioner  was  diagnosed 
as  chicken-pox. 


Typhus  Fever.  Travellers  from  areas  known  to  be 
infected  were  visited  for  the  period  of  incubation  of  this  disease. 


Dysentery.  A  small  outbreak  in  a  local  hospital  of  Flexner 
dysentery  was  traced  to  a  night  orderly.  The  cases  were  mild,  no 
deaths  occurred  and  the  infection  was  rapidly  controlled. 


PREVENTION  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
Cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during  the  year  1947,  classified  in  age  groups 
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This  total  includes  42  “  other  diseases  ”  not  included  in  the  table. 
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Diphtheria.  It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  for  the  first 
time  in  the  recorded  statistics  of  the  Borough  there  were  no 
confirmed  cases  of  this  disease.  I  set  out  the  figures  relating  to 
Diphtheria  Immunisation  : — 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

During  the  year  1946,  2,226  births  were  notified  within  the 
County  Borough  of  Reading,  of  which  number  1,144  have  com¬ 
pleted  a  course  of  Immunisation,  231  have  removed  from  Reading, 
98  have  died,  leaving  753  unimmunised  at  31st  December,  1947. 
Of  this  number  58  were  definite  refusals  and  the  remainder  are 
being  followed  up  as  a  matter  of  procedure. 

Of  the  427  children  born  in  1945  who  had  not  been  immun¬ 
ised  at  the  end  of  1946,  232  completed  the  course  in  1947. 

It  is  an  interesting  fact  that,  whereas  during  1946  only 
7  children  under  the  age  of  one  year  had  completed  the  course 
of  immunisation,  this  figure  rose  to  482  during  the  year  under 
review.  This  result  is  due  to  the  scheme  inaugurated  in  1946  and 
the  active  co-operation  of  the  Health  Visitors. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  numbers  of  children,  by 
age  groups,  who  had  completed  a  full  course  of  diphtheria 
immunisation  under  the  auspices  of  the  Corporation  scheme,  up 
to  and  including  the  31st  December,  1947  : — 


Age  at 

31/12/47 
i.e.  Born 
in  Year 

Under  1 
1947 

1 

1946 

2 

1945 

3 

1944 

4 

1943 

5-9 

1938-1942 

10-14 

1933-1937 

Total 
under  15 

Number 

Immunised 

105 

1,144 

1,230 

1,137 

1,017 

5,552 

6,653 

16,838 

Estimated 

mid-year 

Population 

1947 

9,087 

=  50.98  per  cent 
immunised 

15,051 

=  81 .09  per  cent 
immunised 

Anterior  poliomyelitis  (Infantile  paralysis).  Reading  was 
fortunate  during  the  nation-wide  increase  in  this  disease,  and 
no  special  measures  were  therefore  required  to  deal  with  this 
infection.  The  only  death  occurred  in  a  non-resident  of  the 
Borough  admitted  to  hospital  from  the  County.  3  cases  were 
non-paralytic,  in  one  case  recovery  was  almost  complete,  and 
the  remaining  3  cases  have  varying  degrees  of  permanent 
paralysis. 
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Typhoid  Fever.  The  one  case  notified  occurred  in  a 
patient  who  was  not  a  resident  of  Reading  and  whose  infection 
was  traced  to  his  home. 

Paratyphoid  Fever.  In  one  case  the  source  of  infection 
could  not  be  traced,  but  the  child  admitted  he  was  a  frequent 
bather  in  the  Rennet.  The  second  case,  a  nurse,  is  thought 
to  have  arisen  from  the  first. 

PARK  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 

The  total  number  of  patients  admitted  during  the  year  was 
251  which  together  with  12  patients  remaining  in  the  hospital  on 
1st  January,  1947,  made  a  total  of  263  treated  during  the  year. 

Details  are  as  follows 


Disease 

Remaining 
in  hospital, 
1  Jan.,  1947 

Since 

admitted 

Since 

discharged 

Died  in 
hospital 

Remaining 
in  hospital, 
31  Dec.,  1947 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

38 

37 

2 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

8 

9 

1 

— 

Measles  ... 

— - 

36 

35 

1 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  “  B  ” 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

- — 

3 

3 

— - 

— 

Tuberculosis 

8 

122 

104 

6 

20 

Other  Diseases  ... 

- — 

42 

42 

— 

— 

Totals 

12 

251 

233 

8 

22 

Scarlet  Fever 

Admissions,  1947  ...  38  Discharges  ...  37 

Remaining  1/1/47  ...  1  Remaining  31/12/47  ...  2 


Total  39  Total  39 


'  Discharged  as  Scarlet  Fever  36  Tonsillitis  and  Septic  Rash  1 


Complications 

Cervical  Adenitis  ...  ...  ...  6 

Acute  Arthritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tuberculous  Mesenteric  Adenitis  ...  1 

Threadworms  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Otitis  Media  and  Mastoiditis  ...  ...  1 

Blepharitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Stomatitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nasal  Infection  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Serum  Rash  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Shingles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Boils  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pityriasis  rosea  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Otitis  Media  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Diphtheria 

Admissions,  1947 

...  15 

Discharges  and  Deaths  ... 

16 

Remaining  1/1/47 

...  1 

Remaining  31/12/47 

0 

Total  16 

Total 

16 

Discharged  as  Diphtheria  0 

Diagnosis  on  Discharge 
Diphtheria  Carrier  and  Cervical  Adenitis  1 


Stomatitis 

•  •  • 

1 

Catarrhal  Laryngitis 

•  •  • 

1 

Tonsillitis 

... 

...  13 

Tuberculosis 

Admission  1947  ... 

..122 

Discharges  and  Deaths 

110 

Remaining  1/1/47 

..  8 

Remaining  31/12/47 

20 

Total 

130 

Total 

130 

Final  Diagnosis 


Pneumonia 
Tuberculosis 
Deaths — 6 


1 

118 


Other  Diseases 

Admissions,  1947  ...  ...75  Discharges  and  Deaths  ...  77 

Remaining  1/1/47  ...  ...  2  Remaining  31/12/47  ...  0 


Total  77 


Total  77 
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Final  Diagnosis 

Whooping  Cough...  ...  ....  ...  1 

Bronchitis  (?  Whooping  Cough)  ...  1 

Whooping  Cough  and  Br.  Pneumonia  ...  5 

Whooping  Cough  and  Congenital  Heart  1 
Rubella  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Rubella  and  Dysentery  ...  ...  1 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Mumps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Mumps  and  recent  Abortion  ...  ...  1 

Mumps  and  Pneumonia  ...  ...  1 

Chicken-pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Chicken-pox  and  Rheumatic  Fever  ...  1 

Chicken-pox  and  Eczema  ...  ...  1 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Measles  and  Br.  Pneumonia  ...  ...  4 

Measles  and  Encephalitis  ...  ...  1 

Measles  and  Mastoiditis  ...  ...  1 

Measles  and  Discharging  Mastoid  Sinus  1 
Measles  and  Hyperthyroidism  ...  ...  1 

Measles  and  Malnutrition  ...  ...  1 

Measles  and  Otitis  Media  ...  ...  1 

Measles  and  Fractured  Vertebrae  ...  1 

Observation — non-specific  infection  ...  1 
Paratyphoid  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Quinsy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dysentery  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Laryngitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Septic  Foot  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cervical  Abscess  ....  ...  ...  1 

Deaths 

Whooping  Cough  and  Br.  Pneumonia  1 
Measles  and  Br.  Pneumonia  ...  ...  1 


While  the  number  of  cases  dealt  with  is  larger  than  last  year, 
nursing  shortages  persisted.  The  Council  agreed  to  provide 
door-to-door  transport  for  part-time  nurses  and  nursing  orderlies, 
on  the  basis  of  the  Gloucestershire  scheme,  but  the  response  was 
negligible.  As  far  as  I  am  able  to  discover,  this  scheme  has  not 
been  applied  successfully  anywhere  for  cases  of  infectious  disease 
or  tuberculosis.  In  view  of  the  competition  from  general  hospitals 
and  maternity  and  private  nursing  homes  in  Reading  for  part- 
time  nursing  and  auxiliary  staff,  it  is  not  surprising  that  our 
advertisements  for  Park  Hospital  should  be  largely  ineffective. 
The  Council  also  agreed  to  the  employment  of  male  nurses  and 
nursing  orderlies,  if  obtainable.  It  seems  that  the  solution  of  the 
problem  is  to  include  Park  Hospital  as  part  of  the  general  hospital 
provision  of  the  area,  to  admit  there  any  type  of  infection,  not 
merely  notifiable  diseases,  and  to  deal  with  tuberculosis  at  a 
Regional  Hospital  Sanatorium. 
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DISINFECTION 

All  the  work  of  disinfection  rendered  necessary  by  the 
prevalence  of  infectious  disease,  has  been  carried  out  during  the 
year.  The  following  summary  shows  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  work  involved. 


Number  of 

Houses 

Separate 

Beds  and 

Miscellaneous 

Rooms 

Mattresses 

Articles 

Reading  District  ... 

272 

282 

154 

777 

Adjoining  Districts 

50 

1 

187 

237 

Miscellaneous  Institutions 

42 

217 

865 

Totals 

322 

325 

558 

1,879 

DISINFESTATION 

(See  note  included  in  the  section  of  the  report  dealing  with 
Housing  on  page  27). 

TUBERCULOSIS 


The  subjoined  table  shows  the  number  of  notifications  and 
deaths  due  to  tuberculosis,  annually,  since  1928. 


Death  Rate  per 

Year 

No.  of  cases  notified 

No.  of  Deaths 

1,000  of  population 

Pul- 

Non-Pul- 

Pul- 

Non-Pul- 

Pul- 

Non-Pul- 

monary 

monary 

monary 

monary 

monary 

monary 

1928-37 

Average 

117 

22 

76 

15 

0.76 

0.15 

1938 

91 

31 

58 

6 

0.58 

0.05 

1939 

95 

40 

52 

12 

0.50 

0.10 

1940 

117 

30 

74 

18 

0.66 

0.16 

1941 

137 

50 

68 

16 

0.54 

0.13 

1942 

186 

40 

60 

10 

0.51 

0.08 

1943 

185 

30 

57 

13 

0.51 

0.11 

1944 

135 

29 

55 

14 

0.49 

0.13 

1945 

119 

16 

60 

12 

0.55 

0.11 

1946 

152 

25 

73 

11 

0.65 

0.09 

1947 

168 

27 

70 

6 

0.62 

0.05 

The  following  report  of  the  work  of  the  tuberculosis 
dispensary  is  supplied  by  Dr.  W.  H.  Tattersall,  the  Chest 
Physician  : — 

Incidence  and  Mortality.  The  mortality  rate  from  all  forms 
of  tuberculosis  during  1947  was  lower  than  in  1946,  but  remains 
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about  the  same  as  in  the  preceding  four  years.  It  has  not  yet 
dropped  to  the  record  low  figure  reached  immediately  before  the 
1939-45  war.  The  incidence  of  the  disease  again  shows  an  increase, 
and  last  year  this  could  be  regarded  to  some  extent  as  an  increase 
in  ascertainment.  However,  since,  in  1947,  the  actual  number  of 
patients  with  a  positive  sputum  at  the  time  of  diagnosis  has 
increased  by  50  per  cent,  the  increased  incidence  in  1947  cannot 
be  complacently  accepted  as  wholly  due  to  earlier  diagnosis  of 
the  disease,  but  must  signify  a  greater  incidence  than  last  year. 


TABLE  I 

This  shows  the  type  of  disease  according  to  the  source 
referring  the  patient  to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer. 


Doctor 

Contact 

Fluoro¬ 

scopy 

H.M. 

Services 

Transfer 

Other 

Not  seen 

by  T.O. 

Totals 

TUBERCULOUS— 

(A)  Primary  ... 

12 

— 

9 

1 

— 

3 

- — 

25 

(B)  Pulmonary 

(1)  Sputum  Negative 

Effusion 

4 

*» 

7 

1 

4 

19 

1 

36 

Stage  I 

10 

3 

15 

10 

4 

10 

— 

52 

Stage  II 

4 

1 

5 

4 

3 

4 

1 

22 

Stage  III 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Total  of  Sputum  Negative  Cases  ... 

20 

4 

27 

15 

12 

34 

3 

115 

(2)  Sputum  Positive 

Stage  I 

3 

— 

5 

1 

1 

— 

— 

10 

Stage  II 

8 

2 

7 

4 

5 

5 

4 

35 

Stage  III 

16 

1 

7 

6 

2 

15 

3 

50 

Total  of  Sputum  Positive  Cases... 

27 

3 

19 

11 

8 

20 

7 

95 

Total  of  Pulmonary  Cases  ... 

47 

7 

46 

26 

20 

54 

10 

210 

(C)  Total  of  Non-Pulmonary 

Cases 

6 

0 

1 

1 

5 

11 

8 

32 

(D)  Category  Uncertain 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

8 

9 

Total  of  all  Tuberculous  Cases 

65 

7 

56 

28 

25 

69 

26 

276 

Non- Tuberculous 

188 

— 

97 

— 

1 

26 

— 

312 

From  this  table  it  can  be  seen  that  of  the  1,683  patients 
referred  to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  by  the  doctors  in  the  town, 
either  directly  or  for  fluoroscopy,  tuberculosis  was  only  found  in 
6  per  cent.  This  clearly  shows  that  the  diagnostic  facilities  are 
being  made  full  use  of  by  the  local  practitioners. 
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New  patients.  2,333  new  patients  have  been  dealt  with  at 
the  Chest  Clinic  during  the  year.  This  figure  is  nearly  three  times 
the  number  in  any  previous  year,  five  times  the  number  in  1938, 
and  almost  ten  times  the  number  of  cases  referred  to  the  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Officer  twenty  years  ago.  The  increase  is  largely  due  to 
the  tremendous  use  of  the  Fluoroscopy  Clinics  by  the  general 
practitioners,  1 ,430  people  having  been  referred  for  this  investiga¬ 
tion,  and  47  eventually  found  to  have  tuberculosis.  None  of  the 
patients  who  were  passed  as  not  showing  evidence  of  tuberculosis, 
has  subsequently  been  found  to  have  the  disease.  Since  fluoros¬ 
copy  is  quick  and  cheap,  and  also  accurate  in  skilled  hands,  there 
would  appear  to  be  ample  justification  for  a  much  more  extensive 
use  of  this  technique  in  the  diagnosis  of  chest  disease. 

A  substantial  number  of  cases  are  found  through  “  other  ” 
sources,  which  for  the  most  part  means  the  local  hospitals,  who 
now  co-operate  closely  with  the  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

Altogether  276  cases  were  diagnosed  as  tuberculous.  79  of 
these  were  considered  to  be  “  primary  ”  or  “  arrested,”  and 
therefore  were  not  notified.  In  95  of  the  197  notified  cases  a 
positive  sputum  confirmed  that  the  disease  was  active.  Thus  of 
all  cases  only  35  per  cent  were  sputum  positive  at  diagnosis. 


TABLE  II 

Diagnosis  of  patients  examined  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer 
who  were  not  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 


Healthy 

96 

Anxiety 

21 

Acute  Pulmonary  Illness 

37 

Bronchitis,  Emphysema  and  Bronchiectasis 

66 

Primary  Cancer  of  the  Lung... 

7 

Rarer  Chest  Diseases 

17 

Infections  of  the  nose  and  throat  ...  ...  ... 

28 

Heart  Disease  ... 

10 

Other  Diseases... 

24 

Diagnosis  not  concluded 

6 

Under  observation  on  21/12/47 

3 

On  analysis  of  the  new  cases  according  to  sex  and  age  it  was 
clearly  shown  that  far  too  many  children  are  suspected  of  having 
pulmonary  tuberculosis.  Phthisis  is  a  rare  disease  among  school 
children. 

On  the  other  hand,  too  few  males  in  the  age  group  25-34 
were  referred  for  examination,  and  in  view  of  the  prevalence  of 
tuberculosis  in  males  of  this  age,  this  defect  is  serious,  and  steps 
have  now  been  taken  to  discover  the  disease  more  particularly 
in  this  group. 
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Re- attendances.  5,204  patients  re-attended  during  the  year 
for  either  examination  or  treatment.  The  total  attendances  at  the 
Clinic  therefore  exceeded  7,500— easily  a  record. 

Contacts.  315  people  were  examined  for  the  first  time  as 
new  contacts  of  infectious  cases,  i.e.  3.3  contacts  per  patient. 
It  is  doubtful  whether  such  a  high  proportion  of  contacts  are 
persuaded  to  attend  anywhere  in  the  country,  and  this  achievement 
reflects  great  credit  on  the  health  visitors  who  have  paid  1,525 
domiciliary  visits  during  the  year. 

Table  I  shows  that  only  7  patients  were  diagnosed  at 
routine  contact  examination.  This  does  not  accurately  reflect  the 
value  of  contact  surveillance,  since  a  number  of  other  cases  were 
referred  by  their  own  doctor  because  they  were  known  to  be 
under  supervision  as  a  contact.  In  my  opinion  it  is  more 
important  to  impress  a  patient’s  relatives  with  the  risks  of 
contact  exposure  and  to  advise  them  to  come  for  examination 
if  they  develop  symptoms,  than  it  is  to  examine  them  very 
frequently.  A  healthy  man  soon  tires  of  visiting  clinics  but  will 
usually  agree  to  a  check  whenever  he  has  any  suggestive  symptoms. 
In  this  way  many  more  people  can  be  kept  under  contact 
supervision,  than  if  it  was  attempted  to  examine  all  of  them 
frequently. 

Discharges 

Recovered  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

Dead  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Lost  sight  of  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Removed  elsewhere  ...  ...  ...  40 


Total  271 


Two  of  the  deaths  occurred  outside  the  Borough  and  so 
account  for  the  discrepancy  with  the  Registrar’s  returns.  Only 
4  deaths  occurred  without  having  been  notified  as  tuberculous 
during  life  (3  of  them  in  local  hospitals).  Only  4  more  patients 
died  without  being  known  to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  during  life, 
and  2  of  these  were  deaths  from  tuberculous  meningitis. 

Ancillary  investigations.  1,430  X-ray  films  were  taken  at 
Battle  Hospital,  and  10  tomograms  were  carried  out  by  Dr.  Cave. 
The  Royal  Berks  Hospital  laboratory  have  continued  to  examine 
sputum  concentrates,  gastric  lavages,  and  occasional  other 
specimens.  Toward  the  end  of  the  year  pulmonary  lavage  was 
begun  at  Park  Hospital. 

Treatment.  The  shortage  of  beds  and  nurses  for  tuberculosis 
has  continued  throughout  the  country,  and  it  has  been  very 
difficult  to  find  sanatorium  accommodation  when  required. 
Only  12  beds  were  available  at  Park  Hospital  during  the  early 
part  of  the  year,  but  there  was  a  slight  improvement  in  the 
autumn. 
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By  the  end  of  the  year,  39  of  the  patients  discovered  during 
the  year  had  already  received  collapse  therapy.  Practically  all  of 
these  were  from  the  95  cases  in  the  sputum  positive  group,  and 
furthermore,  by  the  end  of  the  year  20  of  these  cases  had  been 
made  non-infectious.  This  result  is  particularly  satisfactory  in 
view  of  the  very  serious  shortage  of  beds.  Nevertheless,  the 
nursing  of  the  chronic  infectious  patient  remains  a  matter  for 
very  grave  concern,  as  it  is  still  not  possible  to  admit  these  people 
to  hospital  when  necessary,  and  failure  to  isolate  these  infectious 
cases  may  well  be  one  of  the  reasons  for  the  increased  incidence 
of  the  disease.  At  least  twice  as  many  beds  at  Park  Hospital  or 
elsewhere  are  still  desperately  needed. 

It  is  interesting  to  record  that  one  case  of  tuberculous 
meningitis  was  diagnosed  at  an  early  stage  during  June,  and  has 
been  treated  with  streptomycin.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  boy 
has  survived  more  than  six  months,  and  is  at  present  alive  and 
well. 

Housing.  Only  19  tuberculous  families  have  been  re-housed 
in  1947.  There  are  still  many  overcrowded  tuberculous  households, 
and  in  view  of  the  increased  incidence  of  the  disease  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  in  future  higher  priority  will  be  accorded  to  these 
families. 

Rehabilitation.  The  divisional  rehabilitation  officer  of  the 
Ministry  of  Labour  has  continued  to  give  most  useful  help  toward 
finding  suitable  work  for  patients  having  to  seek  a  new  vocation  on 
conclusion  of  treatment,  and  20  men  have  been  satisfactorily 
rehabilitated.  At  the  end  of  the  year  only  12  men  were  not 
placed  in  suitable  employment. 

The  Register.  On  31st  December,  1947,  there  were  672 
tuberculous  patients  and  618  contacts  under  supervision  by  the 
Chest  Physician.  The  type  of  disease,  and  the  year  of  diagnosis 
is  indicated  in  Table  III. 

Of  the  276  patients  who  were  sputum  positive  at  diagnosis, 
at  least  112  have  become  non-infectious  since  treatment.  Never¬ 
theless,  it  is  very  unsatisfactory  that  over  100  people  are  about 
the  town  in  an  infectious  condition,  and  spreading  the  disease  ; 
beds  to  isolate  these  cases  are  most  necessary. 
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TABLE  III 


Type  of  disease  and  year  of  diagnosis  of  all  cases  on  Register  on  31/12/47 


Type  of  Disease 

1940 

1941-1945 

1946 

1947 

Total 

Primary  Infections 
All  Pulmonary 

— 

6 

5 

15 

26 

Tuberculosis 

64 

237 

96 

169 

566 

Pleural  Effusion 

1 

28 

16 

32 

77 

Sputum  Negative 

10 

94 

42 

67 

213 

Sputum  Positive 

53 

115 

38 

70 

276 

Non-Pulmonary 

13 

26 

9 

25 

73 

Total  Cases 

77 

271 

111 

213 

672 

Total 

1290 

Administration.  Various  improvements  in  the  administra¬ 
tion  and  routine  of  the  tuberculosis  scheme  have  been  instituted 
during  1947.  An  additional  clerk  was  appointed  early  in  the  year. 
The  record-filing  method  has  been  replaced  by  the  Cope-Chat 
system  making  available  accurate  statistical  data.  It  has  become 
regular  practice  for  the  Chest  Physician  to  visit  Battle  Hospital 
weekly  for  consultation.  All  police  recruits  are  examined.  All 
women  attending  the  municipal  ante-natal  clinics  are  offered 
the  opportunity  of  fluoroscopy.  Berkshire  County  tuberculosis 
authority  have  been  leased  the  use  of  the  clinic  and  fluoros¬ 
copy  apparatus  for  one  session  weekly.  The  increased  number  of 
patients  having  pneumothorax  treatment  has  necessitated 
instituting  an  extra  “  refill  ”  clinic,  and  these  are  now  done  by 
appointment.  The  obsolete  title  of  “  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  ” 
has  been  replaced  by  the  more  accurate  designation  “  Chest 
Clinic/’  An  analysis  of  the  survival  of  all  sputum  cases  in  Reading 
from  1914-40  was  published  in  Tubercle  in  May  and  June. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  undergoing 
institutional  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year,  other  than  in  Park 
Hospital  : — _ 


Patients  in  Sanatoria 

Men 

Women 

Boys 

Girls 

Totals 

Radcliffe  Infirmary  ... 

1 

1 

London  Chest  Hospital 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Grosvenor 

10 

7 

— 

— 

17 

Pap  worth 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Frimley 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Heath  End 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Preston  Hall 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Wingfield  Hospital 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Cold  Ash  Hospital 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Bromley  and  District  Hospital 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Berks  and  Bucks 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

King  George  V  Sanatorium, 
Godaiming 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

Montana  Hall,  Switzerland  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

St.  Peter’s  Convent  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Treloar  Hospital 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Churchill  Hospital 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 
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Conclusion.  In  view  of  the  inception  of  the  National 
Health  Service  in  July,  1948,  this  will  presumably  be  the  last 
annual  report  on  the  municipal  tuberculosis  scheme,  which  from 
that  date  passes  to  the  control  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 
It  is  not  invidious  to  conclude  this  last  report  by  a  brief  resume 
of  the  control  of  tuberculosis  attained  in  Reading  during  the 
34  years  since  the  “  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  ”  was  opened. 

The  incidence  and  mortality  rate  from  tuberculosis  is  now 
less  than  half  what  it  was  when  the  Reading  Borough  Tuberculosis 
Scheme  was  inaugurated.  In  1914  the  Corporation  maintained 
only  5  beds  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis.  X-rays  and 
collapse  therapy  were  in  their  infancy  at  that  time.  Now  these 
constitute  the  main  weapons  in  diagnosis  and  treatment. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary  After-care  Association. 

The  following  extracts  are  taken  from  the  report  of  the 
Honorary  Secretary  : — 

The  Executive  Committee.  The  Executive  Committee,  under 
the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  F.  H.  Herrington,  has  assembled  on  four 
occasions  during  the  year,  the  average  attendance  being  10. 
Councillor  the  Rev.  S.  H.  Wing  has  acted  as  vice-chairman,  Mr. 
A.  S.  Pursey  has  continued  his  services  as  honorary  treasurer, 
and  Mr.  J.  L.  Cottrill  has  completed  his  first  year  as  secretary 
of  the  Association.  In  addition  to  the  existing  members, 
Councillor  R.  K.  S.  London  has  been  elected  to  represent  the 
Public  Health  Committee,  and  Mr.  P.  Katz  has  represented 
Messrs.  Plastiket,  Ltd. 

It  is  a  matter  of  great  regret  that  the  Association  has  lost 
a  number  of  its  valued  members  during  the  year.  Mrs.  Kay  and 
Mrs.  Bick,  whose  help  in  establishing  the  handicrafts  department 
was  invaluable,  have  resigned ;  Miss  K.  Fynes-Clinton’s 
excellent  services  are  no  longer  available  as  she  is  away  from 
Reading  ;  Mrs.  Snow,  whose  help  as  the  representative  of  the 
Reading  Branch  of  the  Council  of  Social  Service  has  been  very 
much  appreciated,  has  also  left  Reading  ;  Mr.  Peter  Katz  has 
resigned  owing  to  pressure  of  business  and,  more  recently,  the  long 
and  valued  services  of  Mr.  F.  H.  Herrington  have  been  lost  to 
the  Association  as  he  is  frequently  away  from  Reading  and 
consequently  unable  to  attend  the  meetings.  The  committee 
have  recorded  their  appreciation  of  the  valuable  work  done  by 
these  members. 

The  Relief  Sub-Committee.  The  attendance  at  the  monthly 
meetings  of  the  Relief  Sub-Committee,  under  the  chairmanship 
of  Alderman  T.  S.  W.  Smart,  have  averaged  9,  and  over  230 
requests  for  relief  have  been  considered.  168  patients  have 
received  free  milk  ;  12  have  been  granted  rail  fares  ;  4  patients 
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in  sanatoria  have  been  provided  with  clothing  ;  bed  linen  has 
been  bought  for  two  cases  ;  2  dental  fees  paid  ;  1  pair  of 

spectacles  provided  ;  1  ambulance  fee  granted  ;  1  home  help 

obtained  and  1  convalescent  home  fee  paid. 

The  committee  has  continued  to  grant  assistance  to 
tuberculous  patients  under  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Memorandum 
266/T  Scheme,  and  Mr.  C.  E.  House,  the  Welfare  Officer  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  management  of  this,  in  addition  to  attending 
the  Chest  Clinic  twice  a  week,  has  paid  503  visits  to  the  homes  of 
patients.  Alderman  T.  S.  W.  Smart  has  continued  to  attend 
weekly  to  authorise  payments  in  the  intervals  between  the 
committee  meetings.  The  applications  considered  during  the 
year  are  as  follows  : — 214  maintenance  allowances,  36  winter 
fuel  allowances,  44  special  allowances  and  29  discretionary 
allowances. 

The  Finance  Sub-Committee.  The  Finance  Sub-Committee 
has  met  twice  during  the  year  to  present  its  financial  report 
to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Christmas  Gifts.  50  especially  deserving  patients  received 
a  parcel  of  groceries  at  Christmas,  and  a  grant  of  £5  was  made 
for  the  benefit  of  tuberculous  patients  in  Park  Hospital. 

Title  of  the  Association.  The  Executive  Committee,  at  their 
meeting  in  October,  decided  that  henceforth  the  Association 
should  be  known  as  the  “  Reading  Tuberculosis  Care  Association." 

Handicrafts  Department.  Miss  Lilian  Saunders  was 
appointed  Occupational  Therapist  to  the  Reading  Chest  Clinic 
as  from  the  1st  April,  1947,  and  has  attended  the  Chest  Clinic  and 
Park  Hospital  once  a  week.  She  has  instructed  approximately 
20  patients  weekly,  and  as  a  result  some  300  articles  (leather 
handbags  and  gloves,  slippers,  rugs  and  embroideries)  have  been 
made  at  Park  Hospital,  and  nearly  400  additional  articles  have 
been  made  at  home  by  patients  after  their  discharge  from 
Hospital.  The  cost  of  the  materials  involved  has  been  approxi¬ 
mately  £375,  i.e.  £175  for  Park  Hospital,  and  £200  for  patients 
attending  the  Chest  Clinic. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  Occupational  Therapy  Dept., 
which  on  the  1st  April,  1947,  had  a  capital  of  only  £13,  has  in  the 
past  nine  months  bought  and  distributed  materials  amounting 
to  nearly  £400. 

Holiday  Accommodation.  The  Association  now  has  a 
number  of  suitable  addresses  to  which  to  send  patients  for  a  short 
seaside  holiday. 

Future  of  the  Association.  It  is  important  to  record  in  this 
report  the  fact  that  the  future  of  the  Association,  which  has  done 
such  a  great  amount  of  voluntary  work  in  the  County  Borough  of 
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Reading  over  a  period  of  32  years,  is  at  the  moment  most  un¬ 
certain.  Proposals  for  its  management  under  the  National 
Health  Act  of  1946  have  been  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Health 
by  the  Local  Authority,  and  the  Care  Association  now  awaits 
the  decision  of  higher  authority  with  the  realisation  that  the  year 
1948  will,  in  all  probability,  be  the  most  momentous  in  its 
history. 

Appreciation.  Thanks  are  again  expressed  to  the  Honorary 
Treasurer  (Mr.  A.  S.  Pursey)  and  the  Honorary  Auditor  (Mr. 
Ben.  S.  Clark)  for  their  valuable  services  during  the  year  ;  to 
Mrs.  Howard  R.  Smith  for  again  making  a  collection  from 
members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  to  all  those  who  have 
contributed  to  the  funds  of  the  Association. 

SCABIES 

Considerable  improvements  were  made  to  the  Scabies  Clinic 
at  Battle  Hospital,  and  it  is  now  conducted  under  the  supervision 
of  one  of  the  Hospital’s  medical  officers.  Two  clinics  for  each  sex 
are  held  weekly,  those  for  men  being  after  normal  working  hours. 

The  numbers  treated  were  : — 

Men  and  boys  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

Women  and  children  ...  ...  ...  252 


Total  349 


VACCINATION 

The  number  of  children  successfully  vaccinated  during  the 
year  was  1 ,008  or  34  per  cent  of  all  births  occurring  in  the  borough 
during  the  year  1946,  as  compared  with  36  per  cent  during  the 
previous  year. 

Details  as  follows  : — 


Districts 

Number  of  births 
Registered 

Number  of  children 

successfully 

vaccinated 

Insusceptible  of 
vaccination 

Had  Small-pox 

Died  un-vaccinated 

Exemption  from 
vaccination  by 
Statutory  Declara¬ 
tion  of  “  Conscien¬ 
tious  Objection” 

Postponement  by 
Medical  Certificate 

Removed  to 
other  districts 

Removed  to 
places  unknown 

Number 

of 

births 

remaining 

(unaccounted 

for) 

No. 

Rate  per  cent 
of  total  births 

St.  Mary’s 

1188 

304 

1 

— 

38 

546 

2 

27 

80 

190 

16.0 

St.  Giles’ 

1002 

338 

2 

— 

28 

404 

7 

75 

28 

120 

11.9 

Caversham 

791 

366 

2 

— 

18 

202 

4 

136 

27 

36 

4.6 

Whole 

Borough 

2981 

1008 

5 

— 

84 

1152 

13 

238 

135 

346 

11.6 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES 


From  the  returns  of  the  Medical  Officer  in  charge  of  the 
clinic  at  the  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital,  the  following  figures  have 
been  extracted  of  the  number  of  Reading  residents  dealt  with 
for  the  first  time  during  the  years  denoted. 


1947 

1946 

1945 

1944 

1943 

1938 

Syphilis 

33 

38 

38 

37 

41 

20 

Gonorrhoea 

68 

85 

66 

72 

107 

97 

Non- Venereal 

183 

258 

205 

209 

179 
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Venereal  Disease  Regulations,  33/ B.  The  Council  resolved 
that  single  notifications  should  be  followed  up  by  the  Chief 
Health  Visitor  and  the  following  record  of  her  work  is  given. 

Contacts  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during 
the  period  1st  January,  1947,  to  31st  December,  1947. 


(i) 


(2) 


(а) 

(б) 


Total  number  of  contacts  in  respect  of  whom 
Form  I  was  received  ... 

Number  in  (a)  transferred  from  other  areas 
Number  of  cases  in  (1)  in  which  attempts 
were  made  during  the  current  period  out¬ 
side  the  scope  of  the  Regulation  to  persuade 
the  contact  to  be  examined  before  the  latter 
had  been  named  on  a  second  Form  1  : — 
Contacts  found  ... 

,,  examined  or  already  under  treat¬ 
ment 

Number  of  those  in  (1)  in  respect  of  whom 
two  or  more  Forms  1  were  received 
Number  included  in  3  (a)  in  respect  of  whom 
the  first  Form  1  was  previously  reported 
under  (1) 

Number  included  in  (3)  ( a )  transferred  from 
other  areas  ... 

(4)  Number  of  those  in  (3)  (a)  who  were  : — 


M.  F. 


(3)  (a) 

(b) 

(c) 


(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 


(/) 


4 

2 


—  4 


—  4 


found 

examined  after  persuasion  or  already  under 

treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  — 

served  with  Form  2  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

examined  after  service  of  Form  2  (Form  (1) 

1945)  . —  — 

prosecuted  for  failure  : — 

(I)  to  attend  for,  and  submit  to,  medical 

examination  ...  ...  ...  —  — 

(II)  to  submit  to  and  continue  treatment  —  — 

transferred  to  other  areas  ...  ...  ...  —  — 

Visits  paid  to  these  cases  in  their  homes  ...  —  12 

A  female  social  welfare  worker  was  appointed  during  the 
year  under  review  to  assist  in  persuading  female  patients  to 
continue  treatment  until  discharged  by  the  clinic  medical  officer. 
A  similar  male  appointment  is  envisaged  for  the  future. 
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BATTLE  HOSPITAL 


The  Medical  Superintendent  has  submitted  the  following 
summary  of  the  work  carried  out  at  Battle  Hospital  during  the 
past  year  : — 


1946 

1947 

Number  of  patients  admitted 

3,108 

3,638 

Number  of  live  births  (not  included  in  above) 

434 

628 

Number  of  patients  discharged 

3,089 

3,799 

Number  of  deaths  ... 

451 

441 

Number  of  operations  carried  out  (main 

theatre  only) 

979 

1,087 

Number  of  X-ray  examinations  ... 

3,639 

4,371 

Number  of  maternity  patients  admitted 

All 

654 

Out-patients  department — 

New  patients  attending 

525 

943 

Total  treatments 

6,160 

11,245 

Gynaecological  out-patients — 

New  patients  attending  (additional  to  above) 

219 

217 

Total  treatments 

1,033 

1,069 

Physiotherapy  department — 

Total  treatments 

5,633 

12,160 

This  has  been  a  year  of  steady  building  up  of  the  Hospital’s 
services  hampered,  as  always,  by  shortage  of  nurses.  While  this 
shortage  is  due  to  many  factors  outside  the  control  of  the  Cor¬ 
poration,  the  accommodation  provided  for  the  nursing  staff  is 
insufficient  and,  in  parts,  unsatisfactory.  The  Corporation  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  plans  for  a  new  Nurses’  Home  of 
just  over  100  beds  and  also  purchased  42  Bath  Road  for  con¬ 
version  to  a  Nurses’  Hostel.  This  latter  building  was  opened  for 
the  purpose  in  September. 

Enquiries  into  the  dietary  of  the  Hospital  and  of  the  nursing 
staff  were  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Advisory  Dietitian 
and  many  detailed  improvements  made  as  a  result  of  these 
reports. 

The  General  Nursing  Council  have  approved  the  Hospital  as  a 
complete  training  school  for  male  nurses. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

The  following  is  a  report  of  the  sanitary  circumstances  of 
the  borough,  prepared  by  Mr.  W.  E.  Bond,  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  : — 

An  attempt  has  been  made  in  this  report  to  draw  attention 
to  those  phases  of  the  work  where  some  progress  has  been  made, 
and  to  some  extent  to  indicate  other  matters  to  which  attention 
will  be  directed  in  the  future. 
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The  increasing  restriction  of  labour  and  materials,  the 
delay  in  obtaining  certain  materials  for  urgent  repairs,  par¬ 
ticularly  roofing  slates  and  sanitary  appliances,  has  restricted 
repairs  to  houses,  many  of  which  are  becoming  sub-standard 
for  want  of  repair  and  redecoration.  This  restriction  is  also 
felt  in  other  directions  such  as  the  structural  improvements 
necessary  in  many  food  premises  and  in  factory  accommodations, 
much  of  which  is  long  overdue,  but  with  the  co-operation  of  the 
public  and  owners  some  progress  has  been  made. 

The  future  matters  envisaged  are  stricter  attention  to  the 
hygiene  in  food  establishments,  canteens,  and  licensed  premises, 
and  to  the  sanitary  accommodation  of  these  and  other  business 
premises. 

Staff.  During  the  year  Mr.  P.  B.  Brock,  one  of  the  district 
sanitary  inspectors,  retired  after  34  years'  service  with  the 
department. 

Appointments.  Mr.  H.  Mortimore  was  appointed  district 
inspector  in  July  and  Mr.  B.  Upton  in  November. 

Success  by  an  officer  of  the  department.  Mr.  B.  Upton; 
certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  Meat  and  Other 
Foods  Inspector. 

During  the  year  10,205  inspections,  visits  and  interviews 
were  made  by  the  sanitary  inspectors  to  investigate  complaints 
made  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts. 

During  the  year  1,313  complaints  were  received  and  an 
analysis  of  the  defects  found  is  given  in  the  table  below  : — 


Defective  houses  ...  ...  ...  286 

Defective  roofs  and  chimneys  ...  135 

Defective  gutters,  stackpipes  and  vents  27 

Defective  windows  ...  ...  ...  7 

Damp  walls  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Defective  floors  ...  ...  ...  38 

Defective  ceilings  ...  ...  ...  41 

Defective  sinks  and  waste-pipes  ...  17 

Defective  coppers  ...  ...  ...  12 

Defective  cooking  ranges  ...  ...  19 

Defective  sanitary  accommodation  147 

Choked  or  defective  house  drains  and 

sewers  ...  ...  ...  ...  231 

Defective  cesspools  ...  ...  ...  3 

Accumulations  of  refuse  ...  ...  37 

Animals  so  kept  as  to  be  a  nuisance  19 
Smoke  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  8 

Dirty  tenants  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

No  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 

Not  justified  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Passed  to  other  departments  ...  37 
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Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Sewers  and  drains.  1,084  visits  were  paid  in  respect  of 
231  complaints  of  choked  drains  and  sewers  and  of  these  111 
were  cleared  by  owners  and  100  by  the  local  authority.  In  67 
cases  it  was  found  necessary  to  take  up  and  relay  part  of  the  drain 
and  in  4  cases  the  drainage  system  was  completely  relaid. 

Disinfestation  (Verminous  houses).  The  experiments  of 
last  year  have  proved  to  be  most  satisfactory,  and  it  would 
appear  that  the  problem  of  disinfestation  by  simple  means  has 
been  solved  so  far  as  the  bed  bug  is  concerned.  With  the  co¬ 
operation  of  the  tenants  reinspections  of  the  houses  treated  in 
1946  reveal  no  sign  of  reinfestation,  even  where  the  conditions 
appeared  to  be  most  appropriate  for  reinfestation.  All  the 
disinfestation  of  premises  and  bedding  undertaken  this  year  has 
so  far  revealed  no  sign  of  reinfestation. 

The  practice  still  prevails  of  treating  Council  houses  before 
they  are  occupied  and  disinfestation  of  houses  and  furniture  of 
ingoing  tenants  before  removal  to  the  Council  houses,  where 
this  is  considered  necessary. 


No.  of  complaints 

No.  of  houses 

No.  of  rooms 

received 

disinfested 

disinfested 

Council  houses  .  123 

60 

123 

Private  houses  .  228 

188 

350 

• 

Totals  .  351 

248 

473 

Number  of  inspections  prior  to  disinfestation  ...  ...  ...  166 

Number  of  inspections  including  disinfestation  ...  ...  ...  351 

Number  of  reinspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 


Total  582 


Ants.  During  the  year  some  50  houses  on  a  prefabricated 
housing  estate  were  infested  by  ants.  D.D.T.  in  powder  form  was 
used  together  with  other  precautions,  and  no  further  complaint 
was  received. 

Cockroaches  and  Steam  Flies.  Infestations  of  cockroaches 
and  steam  flies  were  discovered  in  13  restaurant  kitchens. 
“  Gammexane  ”  in  solution  and  powder  was  used  and  it  was 
found  that  two  or  three  applications  were  necessary  for  complete 
eradication  of  the  pests. 

Nuisances.  62  preliminary  notices  were  served  during  the 
year  under  the  Public  Health  Act  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances. 
Of  these  60  were  complied  with,  also  two  outstanding  notices 
from  1946.  Two  statutory  notices  were  served,  one  of  which  was 
complied  with. 


5 


28 


Smoke  Nuisances.  During  the  year  8  complaints  were 
received  in  respect  of  nuisances  from  smoke  and  12  observations 
were  made.  6  of  these  complaints  were  remedied  upon  verbal 
notice  from  the  inspectors.  In  one  case,  that  of  a  smoke  nuisance 
from  a  brick  kiln,  the  technical  adviser  of  the  Ministry  of  Fuel 
and  Power  was  called  in  by  the  firm  to  advise  an  alternative 
method  of  burning  the  bricks  which  would  reduce  the  volume 
of  smoke  and  eliminate  the  nuisance  as  far  as  possible. 

Offe?isive  Trades.  There  is  no  change  in  the  number  of 
offensive  and  associated  trades  in  the  borough  which  remains 
at  6.  They  are  as  follows  : — 1  blood  boiler,  1  fat  boiler,  1  bone 
boiler,  2  tripe  dressers,  and  1  gut  scraper.  No  complaint  has  been 
received  during  the  year.  All  these  premises  are  regularly  inspected 
and  are  at  all  times  properly  conducted  and  kept  in  a  satisfactory 
condition.  Notices  to  cleanse  and  whitewash  are  given  verbally 
as  and  when  required,  and  every  co-operation  is  received  from 
the  traders  concerned. 

Infectious  Disease.  204  inspections  of  premises  following 
notifications  of  infectious  disease  were  made  during  the  year,  and 
the  householders  were  advised  on  matters  of  hygiene  in  cases 
which  were  nursed  at  home.  Cleansing  and  redecoration  being 
ordered  where  conditions  warranted  it. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.  168  visits  were  paid  to  the 
three  common  lodging  houses  in  the  borough.  No  complaints 
were  received  and  the  premises  were  found  to  be  well  kept. 
Whilst  it  is  appreciated  that  these  premises  leave  much  to  be 
desired  in  structure  and  arrangement,  present  acute  shortage  of 
houses  does  not  permit  any  action  under  the  Public  Health  Act 
being  taken  at  present. 

Canal  Boats.  49  routine  visits  were  paid  to  the  wharves 
on  the  rivers  Thames  and  Rennet.  No  case  was  observed  where  a 
barge  was  used  as  a  dwelling.  It  appears  that  river  transport  has 
almost  ceased  to  operate  in  this  district,  except  for  a  small  number 
of  power-operated  barges  and  power  tugs. 

Movable  Dwellings.  There  are  16  licensed  sites  in  various 
parts  of  the  borough  on  which  are  stationed  22  movable  dwellings, 
all  of  which  have  town  water  supply,  refuse  collection  and  suitable 
sanitary  accommodation.  Licences  are  issued  for  periods  of 
6  months  at  a  time.  Numerous  enquiries  have  been  received 
during  the  year  for  permission  to  station  and  use  such  dwellings 
due  to  the  present  abnormal  housing  conditions.  This  form  of 
family  life  is  perhaps  better  than  that  in  single-room  dwellings, 
but  from  a  town  planning  angle  is  not  to  be  encouraged. 

377  visits  were  paid  to  sites  and  dwellings  and  no  complaint 
was  received  during  the  year.  All  of  them  are  well  conducted. 
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Swimming  baths  and  pools.  There  are  4  bathing  places  in 
Reading  fed  by  river  water,  2  of  them  from  the  River  Thames 
and  one  from  the  Holybrook.  The  other  is  in  the  River  Thames 
itself.  There  is  a  constant  flow  of  water  through  the  3  enclosed 
baths  and  the  remaining  swimming  bath,  a  covered  bathing  pool 
for  public  use,  is  provided  with  a  continuous  filtration  and 
chlorination  plant,  the  water  being  turned  over  every  4  hours 
during  the  time  the  bath  is  in  use. 

13  samples  were  taken  from  these  bath^fg  places  during  the 
year,  all  of  which  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 


Floods. 

During  the  abnormal  weather  conditions  in  March,  some 
1 ,650  houses  situated  in  the  low  lying  parts  of  the  borough  and 
adjacent  to  the  river  were  affected  by  floods.  Before  the  water 
reached  its  peak  visits  were  paid  to  all  the  houses  affected,  and 
the  tenants  advised  on  sanitation  and  other  matters.  Arrange¬ 
ments  were  made  by  the  borough  surveyor  to  provide  chemical 
closets  to  those  houses  where  the  normal  sanitary  accommodation 
was  out  of  action.  Visits  were  also  paid  to  food  shops  to  advise 
precautionary  measures  to  preserve  foodstuffs  from  damage. 

During  the  night  of  the  second  day,  whilst  the  floods  were 
at  their  peak,  a  gale  seriously  damaged  the  roofs  of  a  number  of 
houses  in  this  area  and  added  considerably  to  the  discomfort  of 
the  occupants.  The  owners  were  immediately  contacted  and 
emergency  repairs  put  in  hand  without  delay. 


Post- Flood  Action.  Cleansing  of  houses  was  mainly  a 
matter  for  the  occupants,  but  where  necessary  assistance  was 
given  to  clear  away  mud  deposits.  Soap  and  disinfectant  was 
distributed  by  voluntary  associations  to  all  those  houses  which 
had  been  affected.  Occupants  were  advised  to  apply  common- 
sense  methods  such  as  taking  up  floor  coverings,  one  or  two 
floor  boards,  and  freeing  air  bricks  to  improve  air  circulation, 
leaving  open  doors  and  windows  and  ordinary  heating  arrange¬ 
ments.  A  supplementary  coal  issue  helped  considerably  in  this 
direction. 

When  the  flood  water  had  receded  sufficiently,  arrangements  • 
were  made  to  pump  out  basements  and  disinfect  them.  Where 
signs  of  mildew  and  fungus  were  found  in  a  number  of  houses 
they  were  treated  with  “  Shirlan  ”  fungicide  with  satisfactory 
results.  Structural  defects  which  became  evident  in  many 
houses  were  dealt  with  by  the  service  of  informal  notices  on  the 


owners. 
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Factories  Act,  1937. 

Sixteen  complaints  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Factories  during  the  year,  and  notice  was  given  in  each  case  to 
remedy  the  defects  of  which  13  have  been  complied  with  and  the 
three  outstanding  are  delayed  due  to  the  difficulties  in  obtaining 
building  materials.  There  are  563  factories  recorded  in  the 
register  kept  for  this  purpose. 


Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Prosecutions 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

526 

12 

• 

Factories  without  ,,  ,, 

64 

4 

— 

Defects  Found 

Number  of  Defects 

No.  of  defects 
in  respect  of 
which  prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  ... 

2 

1 

Overcrowding 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  accommodation — 
Insufficient 

2- 

2 

Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

7 

6 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

4 

3 

— ■ 

— 

Totals 

16 

13 

— 

— - 

Homework. 

Number  of  visits  paid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 


Nature  : — Wearing  apparel  (Tailoring,  Knitting,  Hosiery,  etc.) 

Lists  received  twice  a  year  from  employers  ...  ...  - 

3 

N umber  of  Outworkers  Contractors 

— 

Workmen 

7 

Lists  received  once  a  year  ... 

— 

Number  of  Outworkers  Contractors 

— 

Workmen 

— 

Outwork  in  unwholesome  premises  ...  ...  ... 

— 

Notices  served 

— 

Outwork  in  infected  premises 

— 

9 
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Foods  and  Drugs  Adulteration  Act,  1938.  The  numbers 
and  descriptions  of  the  samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
for  examination  are  set  out  in  the  following  table  : — - 


Articles 

Number  of 
samples 

Number  found 
to  be  genuine 

Number  not 
up  to  standard 

New  milk 

283 

260 

23 

Algerian  Red  Wine 

1 

— 

1 

Sausage  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Ice  cream  powder 

2 

2 

— 

Self  Raising  Flour  ... 

6 

4 

2 

Baking  and  Golden  Raising 
Powders  ... 

2 

2 

Flavouring  Essences 

2 

2 

— 

Flour  Mixtures 

2 

2 

— 

Ice  cream  Mixture 

1 

1 

— 

Vinegar 

2 

2 

— - 

Mineral  Water 

1 

— 

1 

Buttfer 

2 

2 

— 

Coffee 

2 

2 

— 

Coffee  and  Chicory 

1 

1 

— 

Suet 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

310 

280 

30 

Prosecutions.  Proceedings  were  instituted  in  two  cases  where 
milk  was  found  to  be  not  up  to  standard,  in  one  case  the  offender 
was  fined  £3  and  the  other  case  was  dismissed.  No  proceedings 
were  instituted  in  a  third  case,  but  the  producer  was  warned  by 
the  committee. 

Food  Hygiene.  A  great  deal  of  attention  has  been  drawn 
recently  to  the  risk  of  food  poisoning,  due  to  the  improper  handling 
of  food  in  cafes,  the  kitchens  of  restaurants  and  other  establish¬ 
ments  where  food  is  handled  for  distribution. 

With  this  potential  danger  in  mind  considerable  attention 
has  been  directed  during  the  year  to  these  premises,  many  of 
which  are  in  need  of  improvements  in  their  structure,  but  shortage 
of  building  materials  and  labour  has  made  this  almost  impossible 
except  for  urgent  work.  In  view  of  these  difficulties,  attention 
has  been  directed  to  the  thorough  cleansing  of  the  premises  and 
the  cleanliness  of  those  persons  employed  in  the  businesses.  It 
has  been  noticed  that  those  persons  employed  in  or  about  the 
business  of  food  handling  are  becoming  more  alive  to  the 
importance  of  strict  cleanliness  in  their  work  and  are  quite 
willing  to  listen  to  advice  and  put  it  into  practice. 

During  the  year  1,320  visits  were  paid  to  cafes,  restaurants, 
food  factories  and  other  similar  establishments. 
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Condemned  Foodstuffs.  The  following  is  a  list  of  foodstuffs 
examined  and  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption.  Every 
effort  was  made  to  salvage  that  which  could  be  used  for  animal 
feeding  and  the  remainder  destroyed. 


Tinned  articles 

18,588  tins 

Oatmeal 

672  lbs. 

Meat  and  bacon 

3,377  lbs. 

Peaches 

126  „ 

Fish 

24,656  „ 

Soya  Flour 

112  „ 

Jam 

37  „ 

Barley 

112  „ 

Eggs 

1,910 

Figs 

268  „ 

Potatoes 

112  lbs. 

Biscuit  Dough 

642  „ 

Dates 

607  „ 

Ice  Cream  Powder 

448  „ 

Prunes 

250  „ 

Blackberry  Pulp 

428  „ 

Wheat  cereal 

2,276  „ 

Miscellaneous 

1,656  „ 

Bread 

504  „ 

# 

Bakehouses. 

154  visits  were  paid  to  bakehouses 

during  the 

year.  12  notices  were  served  to  cleanse  which  were  complied  with. 


Laundries.  22  visits  were  paid  to  laundries  during  the  year. 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds.  During  the  year  153  inspections 
were  paid  to  dairy  premises.  All  notices  to  cleanse  and  limewash 
were  complied  with. 


No.  of  Dairies 
on  the  Register 
at  the  end  of  1946 

New  applications 
for  Registration 

Dairies  removed 
from  the  Register 
during  the  year 

No.  of  dairies 
on  register  at 
the  end  of  1947 

201 

— 

-7- 

201 

Cowsheds.  Number  of  cowsheds  on  the  register,  13. 
Number  of  cows  specified  on  the  register,  518. 

78  visits  were  made.  All  notices  to  cleanse  were  complied 

with. 
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Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1936-46. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  and  nature  of  licences 
issued  by  the  local  authority 


Producers  licences 

“  Tuberculin  Tested  ” 

4 

Producers  licences 

“  Accredited 

5 

Producers  licences 

“  Pasteurised  ” 

5 

Dealers  licences 

“  Tuberculin  Tested”  (Certified) 

2 

Bottling  licences 

“  Tuberculin  Tested  ” 

4 

Dealers  licences 

"  Pasteurised  ” 

10 

Dealers  licences 

“  Tuberculin  Tested  ” 

16 

Supplementary  licence 

“  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  (Certified) 

1 

Supplementary  licence 

“  Accredited  ” 

1 

Dealers  licences 

“  Tuberculin  Tested  ” 

(Pasteurised) 

4 

302  visits  were  paid  to  the  farms  and  dairies  where  designated 
milk  is  produced  or  treated  for  the  purpose  of  taking  samples, 
examination  of  registers,  inspection  of  plant,  dairies  and  cow¬ 
sheds. 


Special  attention  was  paid  to  the  personal  hygiene  of  the 
workers,  and  much  improvement  in  this  direction  was  noticed 
towards  the  end  of  the  year. 


Below  is  given  an  analysis  of  the  samples  taken  during  the 

year. 


Class  of  Milk 

No.  of 
samples 
tested 

Appropriate 

tests 

No.  of 
Samples 

Percentage 

which 

passed  tests 

Passed|  Failed 

“  Pasteurised 

107 

Phosphatase 

94 

13 

87.85% 

Methylene  Blue 

102 

5 

95.33% 

“  Heat  Treated  ” 

27 

Phosphatase 

27 

— 

100% 

Methylene  Blue 

25 

2 

92.59% 

“  Tuberculin  Tested  ” 

17 

Phosphatase 

17 

— 

100% 

(“  Pasteurised  ”) 

Methylene  Blue 

17 

— 

100% 

“  Tuberculin  Tested  ” 

104 

Methylene  Blue 

109 

14 

88.62% 

“  Tuberculin  Tested  ” 

19 

Coliform 

98 

25 

79.67% 

(“  Certified  ”) 

“  Accredited  ” 

43 

Methylene  Blue 

34 

9 

79.07% 

Coliform 

33 

10 

76.75% 
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317  samples  were  taken  during  the  year.  The  results  are 
below  the  standard  of  the  previous  years,  but  this  is  accounted 
for  by  the  abnormal  summer  weather  which  seriously  affected 
the  keeping  quality  of  the  milk,  especially  that  from  those  farms 
where  brine  cooling  was  not  available. 

Tuberculous  Milk.  43  samples  were  taken  during  the  year, 
one  of  which  was  found  on  examination  to  contain  living  tubercle 
bacilli.  The  usual  procedure  was  followed,  and  it  was  found  that 
two  animals  in  the  herd  reacted  to  the  test  and  were  eventually 
destroyed.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  all  milk  produced  by 
dairy  herds  within  the  borough  was  tested  during  the  year  and 
found  to  be  free  from  living  tubercle  bacilli. 


Number  of  samples 
taken 

Number  in  which  tubercle 
bacilli  present 

Rate  per  cent 
found  tuberculous 

43 

1 

2.33 

School  Milk  Supplies.  The  grade  of  milk  supplied  to 
schools  and  the  quality  is  as  follows  : — 


Grade  supplied 

Quantity  in  gallons  daily 

“  Pasteurised  ” 

453 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947.  These 
regulations  made  by  the  Minister  of  Food  under  powers  conferred 
on  him  by  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  came  into  force  in  May 
of  this  year.  The  regulations  give  a  definition  of  what  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  ice  cream,  and  require  it  should  be  subjected  to  a 
prescribed  heat  treatment,  which  will  provide  for  the  better 
control  of  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  and  the  further  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  public  from  the  risk  of  infection. 

All  traders  were  informed  of  the  regulations  by  circulars 
stating  the  requirements  of  the  regulations  and  especially  pointing 
out  the  importance  of  personal  hygiene  whilst  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  ice  cream. 

There  are  203  premises  registered  under  section  14  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  of  these  128  are  registered  for  the  storage 
and  sale  only,  and  supplies  are  obtained  from  one  or  the  other 
of  the  larger  wholesale  manufacturers,  who  in  most  cases  provide 
a  refrigerator  and  supply  the  ice  cream  in  containers  which 
reduces  handling  to  a  minimum. 
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The  remaining  75  premises  are  registered  for  manufacture 
in  addition  to  storage  and  sale,  and  it  was  to  these  premises 
particular  attention  was  given  during  the  year.  In  all  60  samples 
were  taken  from  36  premises  and  73  following-up  visits  were  made 
in  respect  of  the  samples,  when  advice  was  given  on  the  methods 
used,  especially  in  the  matter  of  sterilization  of  utensils,  etc. 
Following -up  samples  showed  some  improvements  after  these 
visits. 

A  total  of  290  visits  were  paid  to  those  premises  where 
ice  cream  was  manufactured  and  sold,  and  7  premises  were 
altered  or  reconstructed  so  that  the  manufacturing  process  was 
carried  out  in  a  separate  room  or  building,  and  it  is  envisaged  that 
with  the  co-operation  of  manufacturers  when  materials  for 
improvements  are  readily  available,  more  improvements  will 
be  undertaken. 

The  regulations  do  not  prescribe  a  bacteria  test,  neither  do 
they  especially  refer  to  the  protection  of  ice  cream  sold  in  the 
streets  or  open  places,  but  suggest  a  form  of  methylene  blue  or 
colour  test  is  used  and  a  provisional  table  of  grades  for  the  purpose 
has  been  set  up. 

It  will  be  noticed  in  the  table  that  not  many  of  the  samples 
reached  a  satisfactory  standard  in  the  provisional  grades.  It  has 
been  suggested  that  the  methylene  blue  test  by  itself  is  not 
sufficient,  this  however  is  a  matter  which  is  receiving  attention. 

Results  of  samples  taken  during  1947  : — 


Provisional  Grade  I 
Provisional  Grade  II 
Provisional  Grade  III 
Provisional  Grade  IV 


2 

13 

18 

27 


Total  60 


2  samples  of  ice  cream  powder  were  tested  with  the  following 
satisfactory  results  : — 

Powder  yielded  a  few  aerobic  spore  bearing  rods ;  cultures 
yielded  negative  results. 

Meat  Inspection.  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  policy 
of  the  Ministry  of  Food  with  regard  to  the  slaughter  of  animals 
for  human  consumption  and  under  the  provisions  of  Restriction 
of  Slaughter  Order  No.  2  of  1946.  The  Ministry  controls  the 
public  abattoir  and  one  other  slaughterhouse  in  the  borough 
which  is  the  centre  of  distribution  to  adjacent  districts.  Normal 
routine  inspection  of  all  carcases  slaughtered  was  carried  out 
by  the  Meat  Inspectors  and  1 ,202  visits  were  made  for  this  purpose 
during  the  year. 


6 
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The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  the  number  of 
carcases  and  part  carcases  condemned  is  set  out  below  : — 


Steers 

Heifers 

3ovim 

Cows 

Bulls 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Boars 

Sows 

Calves 

Number  slaughtered 

3,207 

1,717 

162 

14,479 

9,186 

108 

5,063 

Number  of  Carcases  condemned  for  diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis- 

Whole  carcases 

42 

. 

15 

6 

— 

11 

Part  carcases 

66 

— 

— 

31 

13 

— 

5 

Heads  and  internal 

organs 

1,269 

— - 

— 

556 

209 

— 

276 

Number  of  carcases  condemned  for  Tuberculosis — 

Whole  carcases 

91 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

1 

Part  carcases 

71 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Heads  and  internal 

organs 

1,657 

— 

— 

— 

439 

1 

4 

Knacker  s  Yard.  There  is  one  knacker’s  yard  situated  in 
an  outlying  part  of  the  borough.  49  visits  were  paid  to  these 
premises,  which  are  kept  clean  and  free  from  nuisance. 


Shops  Act,  1934  (Section  10,  Heating,  Sanitary  and 
Washing  accommodation).  During  the  year  21  complaints  were 
received  from  the  Shops  Act  Inspector  of  shops  which  failed  to 
comply  with  the  provisions  of  Section  10  of  the  Act,  and  92  visits 
were  paid. 

Nine  notices  were  served  requiring  additional  sanitary 
accommodation  to  be  provided,  5  of  which  were  complied  with 
together  with  5  outstanding  from  1946.  The  four  outstanding 
notices  from  1947  have  been  delayed  on  account  of  difficulties 
in  obtaining  necessary  building  materials  to  complete  the  work 
specified.  2  notices  served  requiring  repairs  to  sanitary  appliances 
have  been  complied  with.  7  exemptions  were  granted  where  the 
accommodation  was  restricted  and  in  three  instances  sanitary 
accommodation  was  considered  to  be  sufficient. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919,  and  Infestation 
Order,  1943.  Shortage  of  staff  at  the  commencement  of  the  year 
curtailed  to  some  extent  the  work  of  rodent  control.  As  far  as 
possible  reinspections  of  the  premises  under  block  control  were 
carried  out.  Whilst  the  majority  of  the  premises  inspected  were 
still  free  from  rats,  some  had  been  infested  and  it  was  found 
necessary  to  treat. 

The  work  of  rat  destruction  carried  out  at  the  Corporation 
refuse  pit  the  previous  year  has  proved  to  be  satisfactory,  and  the 
periodical  inspections  revealed  slight  reinfestation  of  various 
parts.  These  were  treated  in  accordance  with  the  direction  of  the 
Infestation  Order,  1943,  and  the  tip  may  now  be  considered 
almost  free  from  rats,  but  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  material 
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dumped  there,  and  the  surrounding  agricultural  land,  it  is  not 
possible  to  entirely  eradicate  the  rats  from  the  tip.  The  co¬ 
operation  of  the  Highways  Department  has  been  most  helpful. 

It  is  noticeable  that  during  the  year  the  number  of  in¬ 
dividual  complaints  by  the  private  and  business  premises  is  less 
than  in  previous  years.  This  may  be  taken  to  prove  that  the  rat 
population  is  slowly  being  reduced.  In  many  cases  occupiers 
of  premises  have  carried  out  rat  proofing  without  formal  notice 
and  this  co-operation  has  been  of  great  assistance  to  the  success 
of  the  work. 

A  summary  of  the  work  done  during  the  year  is  contained 
in  the  following  table  : — 


Block 

Control 

Complaints 
of  individual 
premises 

Contracts 

Total 

Premises  treated 

Visits  paid  in  con- 

89 

179 

— 

268 

nection  with  above 

427 

1,174 

— 

1,601 

Poison  baits  laid 

455 

716 

— 

1,171 

Rats  picked  up 
Estimated  kill  on 

229 

608 

9 

837 

Ministry’s  formula 

1,259 

3,344 

— 

4,603 

Premises  cleared 

86 

171 

— 

257 

Premises  Reinfested 

3 

8 

— 

11 

Reinfestations  cleared 
Premises  treated  and 

3 

4 

— 

7 

found  clear 

Reinspection  of  located 

19 

80 

— 

99 

premises 

Reinspection  of  all  the 

117 

480 

597 

above  work 

1,301 

3,903 

5,204 

In  addition  to  the  destruction  of  rats,  other  vermin  or  pests 
were  destroyed.  The  number  of  complaints  and  the  type  of 
vermin  destroyed  are  shown  below  : — 


Vermin  or  pests 

No.  of  complaints 

No  of  vermin,  etc., 
destroyed 

Grey  Squirrels 

4 

29 

Rabbits 

5 

Not  known  (gassed) 

Moles 

2 

21 

Badgers 

3 

2  known  (gassed) 

Foxes 

— 

—  * 

Pigeons 

8 

70 

Wasps 

37 

37  combs  removed 

Bats 

1 

78  bodies  picked  up 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1936 


1  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year: 


(2) 


(b) 

(a) 


(b) 


2 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,307 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  3,559 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub¬ 
head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu¬ 
lations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  599 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ., .  599 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  para.  3)  found 

not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  599 

Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officer  (including  79  outstanding  from  1945)  631 

Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year  : — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ... 

(c)  Undertakings  not  to  let  until  made  fit  ...  ...  2 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  — - 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  — 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demo¬ 

lition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  — - 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  determined, 
the  tenements  or  rooms  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  — 

*  Includes  8  outstanding  in  1946  and  1  undertaking  cancelled  in  1947, 
the  house  having  been  made  fit. 
f  Includes  1  outstanding  in  1946. 
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House  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal,  Salvage 
Collection  and  Public  Cleansing.  I  am  indebted  to  the 
Borough  Surveyor  for  the  following  information  on  the  work 
of  house  refuse  collection,  etc.,  carried  out  during  the  year  : — - 


House  Refuse  Collection.  The  following  table  shows  the 
quantity  of  house  refuse  collected  from  premises  within  the 
borough  with  the  total  mileage  of  vehicles  used  in  this  collection. 


Quarter  Ending 

1947 

1946 

31st  March 

30th  June 

30th  September 

31st  December  ... 

Tons 

6,957 

5,124 

3,603 

5,459 

Miles 

18,963 

17,486 

15,999 

17,702 

Tons 

6,141 

4,376 

4,289 

5,907 

Miles 

17,856 

16,806 

17,717 

18,294 

Totals 

21,143 

70,150 

20,713 

70,673 

House  Refuse  Disposal.  The  disposal  of  house  refuse 
within  the  borough  is  carried  out  by  the  system  known  as 
controlled  tipping. 


Salvage.  The  collection  of  salvage  is  undertaken  with  the 
normal  house  refuse  collection,  trailers  being  used  for  the  purpose. 
This  is  supplemented  by  separate  collections  of  wastepaper  and 
kitchen  waste.  Sacks  are  provided  to  various  business  and  trade 
premises,  where  a  quantity  of  paper  is  assured  at  regular  intervals. 
Communal  street  bins  are  provided  within  the  borough  for  the 
collection  of  kitchen  waste  from  householders,  other  organised 
collections  being  made  from  school  meal  centres,  canteens,  etc. 


Wastepaper  is  taken  to  the  salvage  depot  where  it  is  baled 
before  being  forwarded  to  the  repulping  mills.  Kitchen  waste 
is  taken  to  the  concentrator  plant  where  it  is  sorted,  all  contraries 
removed,  and  then  concentrated  into  animal  food,  which  is  sold 
under  local  arrangements  to  farmers. 


Strict  measures  were  undertaken  during  the  very  hot  summer 
months  to  keep  all  communal  street  bins  free  from  nuisance  and 
the  few  complaints  received  indicated  that  the  measures  taken 
were  effective. 
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Comparative  Table  of  Salvaged  Materials  Sold — Years  1946/47 


Material 

1947 

1946 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Wastepaper 

816 

1 

1 

809 

14 

3 

Ferrous  metals 

11 

9 

2 

15 

15 

0 

Non-ferrous  metals 

2 

16 

0 

5 

18 

2 

Textiles 

44 

19 

1 

49 

17 

2 

Bones 

2 

1 

2 

11 

19 

0 

Kitchen  waste  (processed)  ... 

1,077 

14 

0 

1,310 

12 

0 

Bottles  and  jars 

27 

13 

3 

43 

4 

0 

Cullet 

40 

14 

2 

49 

5 

2 

Totals 

2,023 

9 

3 

2,296 

6 

1 

Street  Cleansing.  The  “  beat  ”  system  of  street  cleansing  by 
street  orderlies  continues  to  be  the  most  satisfactory  system  of 
street  sweeping  in  Reading.  The  collection  of  sweepings  and 
litter  is  carried  out  by  means  of  street  orderly  trucks  which  are 
visited  by  street  cleansing  freighters  for  the  collection  of  the 
accumulated  refuse  and  litter. 


Comparative  table  of  number  of  employees  engaged  on 
street  cleansing  : — 

1947  1946 

Men  ...  51  51 

Boys  ...  4  7 

55  58 


The  following  table  shows  the  increased  quantity  of  street 
sweepings  collected  within  the  borough  and  the  mileage  of  the 
collection  vehicles  : — - 


Quarter  Ending 

1947 

1946 

Tons 

Miles 

Tons 

Miles 

31st  March 

518 

2,900 

185 

2,838 

30th  June 

639 

3,300 

375 

2,976 

30th  September 

322 

4,310 

394 

3,406 

31st  December  ... 

331 

4,074 

372 

3,575 

Totals 

1,810 

14,584 

1,326 

12,795 
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Street  Gully  Cleansing.  All  street  gullies  are  now  being 
emptied  and  sealed  with  fresh  water  by  mechanically  operated 
vehicles  to  a  pre-war  standard. 

The  following  table  shows  the  tonnage  of  silt  removed 
during  the  year  : — 


Quarter  Ending 

1947 

1946 

Tons 

Miles 

Tons 

Miles 

31st  March 

363 

1,850 

500 

2,468 

30th  June 

465 

2,722 

521 

2,424 

30th  September 

259 

2,950 

489 

2,364 

31st  December  ... 

463 

2,788 

284 

1,470 

Totals 

1,550 

10,310 

1,794 

8,726 

Cesspool  Emptying.  All  cesspools  are  emptied  upon  receipt 
of  instructions  from  the  occupier  or  owner  of  premises  within  the 
borough,  by  a  mechanical  cesspool  emptying  vehicle  with  a 
minimum  of  inconvenience  and  nuisance  to  householders. 

Floods,  1947.  The  cleansing  section  in  co-operation  with 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  department  was  responsible  for  the 
collection  of  night-soil  from  all  flooded  premises  and  this  was 
satisfactorily  carried  out  during  the  period  of  flooding. 

As  the  floods  receded,  all  affected  streets  were  washed 
down,  gullies  cleaned  out,  sewer  manholes  cleaned  and  washed 
down,  sewers  flushed*  and  consequential  blockages  cleared. 

Sewage  Disposal.  The  exceptional  floods  experienced 
during  March,  1947,  were  responsible  for  a  small  proportion  of 
sewage  being  discharged  untreated.  The  Lower  Whitley  pump 
house  was  flooded  for  a  time  and  although  the  works  at  Caversham 
were  not  flooded,  they  were  isolated  for  a  time  by  the  floods. 
Every  effort  was  made  to  reduce  pollution  to  a  minimum. 

Manor  Farm  Sewage  Disposal  Works.  During  the  12 
months  ending  December,  1947,  1,607,080,000  gallons  of  sewage 
were  treated  at  the  works.  The  average  daily  flow  was  4,403,000 
gallons,  an  increase  of  128,000  gallons  per  day  on  last  year’s 
average.  The  strength  of  the  sewage  has  also  been  greater  than 
last  year.  During  the  floods  in  March  a  maximum  volume  of 
8,490,000  gallons  per  day  arrived  at  the  works  for  treatment. 

Chlorination.  An  average  of  4  parts  per  million  of  chlorine 
has  been  added  to  the  crude  sewage  throughout  the  year,  to 
check  septicity  in  the  sedimentation  tanks. 


42 


Sludge.  6,845,600  gallons  of  crude  sludge  were  removed 
from  the  sedimentation  tanks,  the  greater  portion  of  which  was 
treated  in  the  sludge  digestion  tanks.  The  year  was  very  favourable 
for  sludge  drying  and  the  whole  of  the  output  of  the  works  for  the 
year  has  been  removed  and  used  for  agricultural  purposes. 

Activated  Sludge  Plant.  A  proposal  to  replace  one  half  of 
the  original  diffusers,  installed  in  1925,  has  been  approved,  and 
it  is  anticipated  that  this  work  will  be  completed  by  the  end 
of  this  year  (i.e.  December,  1948). 

Biological  Investigation.  During  the  year  a  plant  for  the 
biological  investigation  of  the  purification  of  Reading's  settled 
sewage  by  the  newer  methods  of  filtration,  has  been  installed. 
The  effect  of  “  size  of  medium  ”  on  the  quality  of  the  effluent  is 
also  to  be  studied,  together  with  any  other  eventuality  that 
might  arise  during  the  course  of  the  investigation. 

Caver  sham  Sewage  Disposal  Works.  The  flow  at  this  works 
is  not  recorded,  but  it  is  estimated  that  the  daily  flow  is  from 
500,000  to  600,000  gallons.  As  at  the  Manor  Farm  works,  this 
is  in  excess  of  the  designed  capacity  of  the  works. 

Sludge.  The  new  sludge  drying  beds  constructed  last  year 
have  facilitated  the  drying  of  sludge  and  consequently  it  has 
been  possible  to  empty  the  tanks  more  frequently.  All  the 
sludge  has  been  used  for  agricultural  purposes. 

Water  Supply.  I  am  indebted  to  the  Engineer  and 
Manager  of  the  Water  Department  for  the  following  information 
in  regard  to  the  water  supply  of  the  borough  during  the  year  : — 

“  The  water  supply  of  the  area  and  of  its  several  parts  is  very 
satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity.  Regular  examinations 
of  the  water  supply  are  made  as  follows  : — Monthly — full  chemical 
and  bacteriological  analyses  from  Fobney  pumping  and  filtration 
works  (river  water). 

1 .  Raw  river  water. 

2.  After  filtration. 

3.  After  filtration  and  chlorination  (bacteriological  only). 
Southcote  pumping  and  filtration  works  (river  water) — 

1.  Final  water  after  filtration  and  chlorination. 
Pangbourne  pumping  station  (borehole  water — chalk) — • 

1.  After  chlorination. 

Bath  road  reservoir— 

1.  Reservoir  outlet  main. 

Weekly — Partial  bacteriological  examination — 

Fobney  works — final  treated  water. 

Southcote  works — final  treated  water. 

Pangbourne  works— final  treated  water. 

Full  bacteriological  examination — 

Bath  road  reservoir  outlet  main. 
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The  reports  invariably  state  the  final  treated  water  and  the 
water  from  the  reservoir  is  “  consistent  with  a  pure  and  whole¬ 
some  water  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes.” 

All  houses  are  supplied  direct,  excepting  an  odd  standpipe 
or  two  in  the  area  of  supply. 

The  water  is  moderately  hard  in  character  and  has  no 
plumbo-solvent  action. 

The  total  quantity  of  water  supplied  for  all  purposes  during 
the  year  ended  31st  December,  1947,  was  1,837,121,000  gallons. 
Highest  consumption  occurred  on  18th  August,  1947,  when  the 
quantity  distributed  was  6,177,000  gallons.” 


Floods.  The  severe  flooding  of  the  River  Rennet  affected 
the  water  supply  during  the  period  March  14th  to  18th,  and 
occasioned  considerable  anxiety.  On  March  15th  the  area  of 
the  flood  water  overlapped  the  filter  beds  at  the  Fobney  Works 
and  surrounded  the  covered  clear  water  reservoir.  There  was  a 
possibility  that  untreated  water  might  gain  access  to  this  reservoir 
and  enter  the  distribution  system.  The  clarity  of  the  treated  < 
water  was  much  below  the  normal  standard,  and  chlorine 
absorption  very  high,  so  that  the  appearance  and  the  taste  of  the 
water  being  supplied  to  the  consumers  fell  far  short  of  that 
normally  deemed  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 
With  such  wide  variations  from  normal  conditions  the  whole¬ 
someness  of  the  water  could  not  be  guaranteed  during  the  period 
which  must  elapse  before  the  results  of  bacteriological  tests 
become  available.  While  every  step  was  taken  to  ensure  the 
bacteriological  purity  of  the  supply,  it  was  thought  prudent  on 
the  evening  of  March  15th  to  issue  the  following  warning  by 
loud-speaker  vans  : — 

“  Severe  flooding  is  affecting  the  water  works,  but  the  water 
is  being  treated  heavily  to  make  it  safe.  You  are  advised  to 
boil  all  drinking  water,  and  this  will  get  rid  of  the  taste. 
Please  reduce  your  consumption  so  that  we  can  maintain 
the  supply.” 

Subsequently  the  bacteriological  results  showed  that,  in 
fact,  treatment  had  been  effective,  but  it  was  not  until  March 
19th  that  conditions  began  to  return  to  normal. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

(a)  ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS 

This  service  was  strengthened  by  the  establishment  of  an 
extra  fortnightly  clinic  at  Star  Lane,  conducted  by  one  of  your 
Assistant  Medical  Officers. 


The  arrangement  for  X-ray  screening  for  tuberculosis  of 
expectant  mothers  attending  Star  Lane  and  other  clinics  also 
continued. 


X-ray  facilities  for  pelvimetry,  etc.,  remained  available  by 
appointment  at  Battle  Hospital. 


The  following  is  a  record  of  the  number  of  mothers  attending 
ante-natal  clinics  and  the  total  number  of  attendances  made  : — 


Clinic 

No.  of  Sessions 
held 

New 

Attendances 

Re¬ 

attendances 

Star  Lane  ... 

160 

763 

3,027 

Whitley 

90 

332 

1,260 

Battle  Hospital 

56 

830 

3,440 

Queen  Victoria  Institute  ... 

100 

176 

1,392 

Totals 

406 

2,101 

9,119 

Post-natal  cases  are  seen  at  Star  Lane,  Battle  Hospital 
and  Whitley.  683  mothers  attended  these  clinics. 

Women’s  Advisory  Clinic.  For  several  years  this 
association  has  had  the  use  of  the  infant  welfare  centre  at  Star 
Lane  for  their  meetings  which  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Thursdays  in  each  month.  The  following  is  a  brief  record  of  the 
work  carried  out  during  the  past  year 

Number  of  new  attendances  during  the  year  197* 
Total  attendances  ...  ...  ...  1,046 

Since  the  clinic  was  first  instituted,  1,609  persons  have 
attended  for  advice. 

*Drop  in  number  of  new  cases  due  to  there  having  been  3 
clinics  less  during  the  year  (21  doctor’s  sessions  held). 
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(, b )  DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY 

Municipal  Midwives.  There  are  5  midwives  employed 
directly  by  the  local  authority,  each  of  whom  is  responsible  for  a 
certain  district  of  the  town.  The  following  is  a  record  of  the 
work  carried  out  by  these  midwives  during  the  year  : — 

Number  of  midwifery  cases  attended  ...  269 

,,  ,,  cases  attended  in  the  capacity  of 

maternity  nurses,  i.e.,  where 
doctor  is  in  attendance  ...  18 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  are  six  midwives  employed 
through  the  agency  of  the  local  branch  of  the  Queen  Victoria 
Nursing  Institute.  The  number  and  description  of  the  cases 
attended  by  them  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 

Midwifery  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  394 

Maternity  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 


The  trend  of  midwifery  practice  is  shown  by  the  following 
figures  : — 


Year 

Total 

Confinements 

Domiciliary 

Confinements 

Percentage 
of  Total 

1938 

1,552 

1,000 

64.4 

1939 

1,564 

897 

57.7 

1940 

1,725 

931 

54.0 

1941 

1,913 

931 

49.0 

1942 

1,833 

858 

46.8 

1943 

1,925 

907 

47.0 

1944 

2,139 

925 

43.2 

1945 

2,066 

806 

39.0 

1946 

2,226 

791 

35.5 

1947 

2,250 

765 

34.0 

There  is  no  evidence  that  insofar  as  the  actual  delivery  is 
concerned  having  a  baby  in  a  maternity  home  or  hospital  is  safer 
or  easier  than  a  home  confinement.  The  demand  for  institutional 
accommodation  has  come  entirely  from  the  mothers  and  derives 
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from  the  convenience,  economy  and  freedom  from  domestic  care 
which  such  a  method  affords.  I  record  the  case  of  the  mother 
who  having  her  first  hospital  confinement  after  a  long  succession 
of  children  born  at  home  begged  to  be  allowed  to  remain  for  the 
full  14  days.  She  said  it  was  the  only  real  holiday  she  had  ever 
had. 


Supervision  of  Midwives.  The  following  table  gives 
details  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  : — - 


Domiciliary 

In 

Cases 

Institutions 

Number  of  Maternity  Cases  attended  ... 

765 

1,646 

(a)  Employed  by  the  Council — - 

As  Midwives 

269 

*1,009 

As  Maternity  Nurses 

18 

142 

( b )  Employed  by  Voluntary  Associations — - 

As  Mid  wives 

394 

— 

As  Maternity  Nurses 

73 

96 

(c)  In  Private  Practice — 

As  Midwives 

— 

58 

As  Maternity  Nurses 

11 

341 

Number  of  cases  in  which  Medical  Aid  was 

summoned  during  the  year  by  Midwives, 
under  Section  14  of  the  Midwives  Act,  1918  ... 

257 

389 

*  Includes  125  cases  in  the  6  beds  reserved  for  Reading  patients  at 
the  Emergency  Maternity  Home  for  Evacuees  from  London. 


Gas- Air  Analgesia.  20  midwives  in  the  area  are  qualified 
to  administer  analgesics  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Central  Midwives  Board,  i.e.,  10  domiciliary  and  10  in 
institutions.  Facilities  are  provided  to  enable  practising  midwives 
to  attend  courses  of  instruction  in  institutions  approved  by  the 
Central  Midwives  Board  and  in  the  district  under  schemes 
approved  by  the  Board.  In  this  connection,  the  following  details 
may  be  interesting  : — 

Number  of  midwives  trained  under  above 

arrangements  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Number  of  sets  of  apparatus  in  use  ...  ...  11 

Total  number  of  cases  in  which  analgesics 
were  administered  by  midwives  in 
domiciliary  practice  during  the  year  . . .  298 


47 


(c)  INSTITUTIONAL  MIDWIFERY 

Dellwood  maternity  home.  Dellwood  maternity  home 
may  be  said  to  have  completed  a  further  satisfactory  year’s 
work.  The  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  home  during  the 
year  was  372.  The  number  of  infants  born  there  represents 
approximately  14  per  cent  of  all  births  occurring  in  the  borough 
over  the  same  period,  a  rate  which  compares  favourably  with 
that  of  previous  years. 


The  following  further  details  in  regard  to  the  working  of  the 
home  during  the  year  may  be  of  interest  : — 


Number  of  patients  delivered  by  midwives 

•  •  • 

303 

>>  >>  >>  >y  >>  doctors  ... 

,,  ,,  cases  in  which  medical  assistance 

sought  by  the  midwife  in  cases 

was 

of 

69 

emergency 

58 

,,  ,,  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia 

4 

,,  ,,  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum 

Nil 

,,  ,,  infants  wholly  breast-fed  ... 

332 

,,  ,,  maternal  deaths 

Nil 

,,  ,,  foetal  deaths  : — 

(a)  stillborn 

«  •  • 

2 

(b)  within  10  days  of  birth 

•  •  • 

3 

Battle  Hospital.  The  following  is  a  record  of  the  work 
carried  out  in  the  maternity  ward  at  Battle  Hospital  during  the 
year : — 


Number  of  patients  delivered  by  midwives  ...  581 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  doctors  —  —  73 

,,  ,,  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  ...  ...  9 

„  ,,  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  .. .  ...  Nil 

,,  ,,  infants  wholly  breast-fed  ...  ...  ...  523 

„  ,,  maternal  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


,,  foetal  deaths  : — 

(a)  stillborn  ...  ...  ...  30 

(b)  within  10  days  of  birth  ...  20 
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Caversham  Grove  (Emergency)  Maternity  Home.  The 

following  is  a  record  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  past  year  : 


London  County 

Council  (evacuee) 

Reading 

patients 

patients 

Number  of  patients  delivered  by  midwives 

335 

116 

„  ,,  „  ,,  „  doctors 

28 

9 

„  ,,  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was 

sought  by  the  midwives  in 

cases  of  emergency 

78 

5 

,,  ,,  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  infants  wholly  breast-fed 

300 

112 

,,  ,,  maternal  deaths 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  foetal  deaths — 

(a)  stillborn 

10 

1 

( b )  within  10  days  of  birth 

- * 

— 

Royal  Berkshire  Hospital — Details  of  Work  for  1947. 

Reading  residents  : — 

Number  of  patients  delivered  by  doctors  ...  ...  66 

,,  ,,  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  ...  ...  — 

,,  ,,  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  ...  — 

,,  ,,  maternal  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

,,  ,,  foetal  deaths — 

(a)  stillborn  ...  ...  ...  7 

(b)  within  10  days  of  birth  ...  4 

Maternal  Mortality.  During  the  year  there  were  2  deaths 
associated  with  child-birth,  representing  a  maternal  mortality 
rate  of  0.77  per  thousand  births.  The  certified  causes  of  death 
were  both  associated  with  eclampsia,  and  occurred  in  hospital. 

Both  these  cases  were  receiving  ante-natal  care.  In  one, 
a  primipara,  moderate  signs  of  toxaemia  were  noted  for  the  first 
time  at  a  routine  weekly  visit  during  the  last  month  of  pregnancy 
and  arrangements  made  for  the  mother  to  enter  hospital  forthwith. 
The  patient  declared  herself  well  and  was  reluctant  to  agree,  but 
finally  consented  if  permitted  to  return  home  to  make  ready  and 
collect  her  things.  Within  two  hours,  however,  she  commenced 
to  have  severe  eclamptic  fits  and  was  taken  to  hospital  by 
ambulance.  She  was  delivered  of  living  twins  and  died  of 
eclampsia  within  12  hours.  The  second  case  was  similar  except 
that  the  mother  had  failed  to  attend  for  her  final  ante-natal 
visits — possibly  because  she  had  two  previous  normal  confine¬ 
ments. 
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Still-births.  There  were  54  still-births  registered  during 
the  year,  representing  a  rate  of  20.9  per  thousand  births. 

The  Chief  Health  Visitor  enquires  into  the  possible  causes 
of  every  still-birth  notified  to  the  department,  and  the  following 
Summary  gives  the  information  collected  in  respect  of  these 
cases  : — 

Possible  causes — 

Toxaemia  of  pregnancy  9  Premature  birth  ...  7 

Ante-partum haemorrhage  5  Twin  birth  ...  ...  4 

Malformation  of  the  foetus  5  Cause  not  determined  ...  4 

Malpresentation  ...  18 

Infant  Consultation  Centres.  The  following  table  shows 
the  attendances  at  these  Centres  during  the  year. 

It  will  be  noted  that  an  additional  session  was  introduced  at 
Park  Institute  in  the  month  of  June. 


Centre 

No.  of 
Sessions 

New 

Attendances 

Re¬ 

attendances 

^  Average 

Attendances 

Under 
1  year 
of  age 

Over 

1  year 
of  age 

Star  Lane,  London  Street,  Reading — - 

Wednesday 

52 

281 

23 

3992 

84 

Friday 

49 

156 

9 

2764 

59 

Elm  Park  Hall,  Oxford  Road — 

Morning  ... 

52 

102 

9 

4049 

80 

Afternoon 

52 

226 

10 

5360 

107 

Park  Institute,  Wokingham  Road — 

^Monday  ... 

30 

92 

6 

2790 

96 

Friday 

50 

239 

15 

6007 

125 

West  Memorial  Institute,  Caversham 

52 

281 

23 

5409 

109 

Tilehurst  Village  Hall 

50 

102 

32 

2556 

53 

Whitley  Clinics — 

Wednesday 

51 

173 

40 

3899 

80 

Friday 

50 

151 

19 

2939 

62 

St.  Mary  Magdalen,  Oxford  Road  ... 

52 

104 

20 

2343 

47 

Shinfield,  Tyndale  Free  Church  Hall 

52 

154 

20 

1900 

39 

Totals 

592 

2061 

226 

47008 

941 

*  Part-year  only 


Maternal  and  Infant  Nutrition.  The  importance  of  an 
adequate  and  balanced  diet  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
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has  been  stressed  to  all  attending  ante-natal  and  infant  welfare 
clinics.  The  welfare  food  and  vitamin  supplements  scheme  of 
the  Ministry  of  Food  has  been  constantly  brought  to  their 
attention.  In  addition  to  the  vitamin  supplements  supplied  by 
the  Ministry  of  Food,  the  clinics  sold  to  mothers  23  gallons  of 
cod  liver  oil  emulsion  and  2,700  bottles  of  A  and  D  vitamin 
concentrates,  together  with  smaller  quantities  of  Rose  Hip 
syrup  and  vitamin  C  tablets. 


Health  Visiting  Summary.  The  following  is  a  summary 
of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  health  visiting  staff  during  the 


Year  :~ 

First  visits  after  receipt  of  notification  2,405 
Visits  to  children  aged  1  to  5  years  12,063 

Re-visits  to  children  under  1  year  7,603 

Special  visits  ...  ...  ...  503 

Visits  to  expectant  mothers  ...  732 

Special  visits  to  cases  of  measles  ...  811 

,,  ,,  to  cases  of  ophthalmia  2 

,,  ,,  in  regard  to  still-births  90 

,,  ,,  in  regard  to  infant  deaths  41 

,,  ,,  to  nursed-out  children  120 

,,  ,,  to  cases  of  whooping  cough  52 

,,  ,,  in  regard  to  diphtheria 

immunisation  ...  1 ,353 


Total  25,775 


In  addition  to  the  above,  the  following  visits  were  paid  by 


the  Chief  Health  Visitor  : — 

Visits  to  midwives  ...  ...  25 

,,  ,,  home  helps  ...  ...  58 

District  supervision  of  nursings  ...  8 

Visits  to  Nursing  Homes  ...  10 

,,  ,,  Hospitals  ...  ...  15 

„  under  Regulation  33B  ...  9 

,,  to  Probation  Officer...  ...  12 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  12 


Throughout  the  year,  the  health  visiting  staff  was  below 
strength.  The  shortage  of  trained  nurses  commenced  to  show  in 
the  number  of  health  visitors  available  to  fill  vacancies.  The 
Corporation  agreed  to  the  employment  of  part-time  staff,  and 
the  use  of  nurses  and  assistant  nurses  at  ante-natal  clinics. 
Health  visitors  were  thus  able  to  devote  themselves  to  their 
real  duties. 


(CAUSES  OF  DEATH  under  one  year) 
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8  of  the  deaths  were  of  illegitimate  children. 
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Illegitimate  Children.  It  will  be  noted  that  births  of 
illegitimate  children  were  6.6  per  cent  of  the  total  for  the  year. 
The  arrangements  were  continued  to  allow  of  the  admission  of 
unmarried  mothers  and  their  babies  to  suitable  hostels,  where 
this  was  found  to  be  necessary. 


The  following  table  shows  the  variations  in  this  percentage 
during  the  last  few  years  : — 


Year 

Number  of 
Illegitimate  Births 

Total  number 
of  Births 

Rate  per  cent 
of  Total  Births 

1939 

71 

1,527 

4.6 

1940 

78 

1,654 

4.7 

1941 

102 

1,767 

5.8 

1942 

118 

1,833 

6.4 

1943 

157 

1,925 

8.2 

1944 

228 

2,139 

10.7 

1945 

289 

2,066 

14.0 

1946 

193 

2,226 

8.7 

1947 

168 

2,533 

6.6 

Premature  births.  Considerable  attention  continues  to 
be  given  to  the  problem  of  saving  the  lives  of  premature  infants. 
All  babies  weighing  5J  lbs.  or  less  at  birth  are  notified  to  my 
department  and  special  forms  are  returned  in  respect  of  all  such 
infants  discharged  from  hospitals  or  maternity  homes. 

Health  Visitors  continue  to  give  extra  attention  to  these 
cases,  and  equipment  is  available  on  loan  from  the  department. 


I  set  out  a  brief  analysis  of  the  cases  during  the  year  : — 


Total  number  of 
premature  babies 

Born  at  Home 

Bor 

n  in  Institutions 

Total 

Alive  after  4  weeks 

Total 

Alive  after  4  weeks 

144 

48 

39  =  81  % 

96 

76  =  79% 

National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Children.  The  lollowing  is  a  record  of  the  work  performed  in 
Reading  during  the  twelve  months  ended  31st  December,  1947, 
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by  this  Society,  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  S.  G.  Tilley,  the 
inspector  of  the  Reading  branch  : — 


Cases  dealt  with  during  the  year 

Supervisions 

Miscellaneous  visits 


295 

1,502 

1,837 


Of  the  above  cases,  193  were  warned  and  102  advised. 
Five  were  prosecuted  and  7  dealt  with  in  the  Juvenile  Court. 
Cases  came  under  the  following  category  : — 


Neglect 
Advice  sought 
Ill-treatment 


166 

101 

28 


Foster  Children.  The  Health  Visitors  are  all  officially 
appointed  Infant  Life  Protection  Visitors  for  the  purposes  of 
the  infant  life  protection  section  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
Regular  visits  are  paid  to  the  various  homes  where  the  children 
are  boarded  out  and  the  foster  mothers  concerned  are  all 
registered  as  such  with  the  local  authority.  No  foster  mother  has 
been  registered  where  the  home  conditions  were  found  on 
inspection  to  be  not  up  to  standard.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the 
number  of  foster  mothers  on  the  register  was  17  and  the  number 
of  children  in  the  care  of  these  foster  mothers  was  17. 


Home  Helps.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  a  new  scheme 
was  inaugurated  whereby  your  home  helps  were  employed  on  an 
intermittent  basis,  each  one  working  for  a  period  of  fourteen  days, 
giving  continuous  full-time  service  for  that  period,  but  being 
paid  for  seventeen  days,  the  three  additional  days  being  reckoned 
as  leave.  They  are  not  paid  for  the  periods  between  cases. 

This  new  arrangement  has  worked  very  well  and  at  the  end 
of  the  year  there  were  one  full-time  and  four  intermittent  whole¬ 
time  home  helps  engaged  on  this  service. 

Fifty-two  cases  were  attended  during  the  year,  each  being 
of  approximately  fourteen  days’  duration. 


The  average  weekly  fee  charged  was  £1  9s.  6d. 
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Domestic  Helps.  This  service  is  conducted  for  the  Cor¬ 
poration  by  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Services.  I  give  the  report 
of  the  organiser,  Miss  Huleatt,  on  the  work  carried  out  during 
the  past  year  : — 

Cases  helped  Attendances 


January 

31 

242 

February 

37 

258 

March 

33 

272 

April  ... 

37  *  ... 

316 

May  ... 

31 

246 

June 

36 

275 

>iy . 

39 

335 

August 

39 

301 

September  . . . 

36 

264 

October 

50 

434 

November 

59 

413 

December  .... 

71 

*438 

499 

3,794 

1946 

299 

'  2,014 

Number  of  part-time  home  helps  26  as  compared  with  10 
at  the  end  of  1946. 

*Very  few  home  helps  worked  during  Christmas  week, 
otherwise  the  attendances  would  have  been  considerably  higher. 

Typical  cases  assisted  : — 

Threatened  Miscarriage. — Immediate  Help  sent  to  do 
housework  and  look  after  small  child. 

Mother  of  two  children  (aged  4  and  2)  ordered  to  bed. 

Old  Lady  with  broken  thigh,  husband  aged  81  doing  shopping 
and  cooking,  but  unable  to  manage  housework  as  well. 

Two  Sisters  aged  80  and  75  both  in  bed — needed  meals 
prepared. 

Almshouse  Inmate — high  blood  pressure,  unable  to  stoop. 
Home  help  goes  daily  to  light  fire. 


Nursing  Homes.  There  are  10  homes  registered  with 
the  local  authority,  providing  bed  accommodation  for  36  maternity 
patients  and  67  others,  a  total  of  103  beds.  All  the  homes  were 
visited  and  inspected  during  the  year  and  were  found  to  be 
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carried  on  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  Two  homes  were  closed 
voluntary  during  the  year.  One  application  for  registration 
was  received  and  not  agreed  to  as  no  proper  provision  could  be 
made  for  suitably  qualified  nursing  staff. 

Adoption  of  Children  (Regulation)  Act,  1939 — 
Section  7. 

Number  of  persons  who  gave  notice 
under  section  7  during  the  year  ...  3 

Number  of  children  concerned  ...  ...  3 

All  of  these  children  were  legally  adopted  during  the  year. 


DAY  NURSERIES 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  only  2  day  nurseries  remained  under 
the  control  and  supervision  of  the  local  authority.  The  following 
table  shows  the  monthly  average  attendances  of  the  children  at 
the  nurseries  concerned  : — 


Nursery 

(Children  aged  0-5  years) 

s=i 

oj 
i — > 

!  Feb. 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

r—i 

2 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Totals 

Holybrook  House 

33 

33 

31 

32 

33 

19 

23 

34 

34 

34 

32 

29 

367 

11  Victoria  Square  ... 

47 

51 

42 

39 

34 

33 

40 

45 

46 

49 

45 

45 

516 

Norcot  Nursery 

20 

(Transferred 

to 

Edu.  Auth.  1/2/47) 

20 

Whitley  Park  Nursery 

31 

32 

37 

34 

47 

32 

41 

40 

0 
to  . 

Tan 

Edu 

1/9/ 

sferi 

Au 

47) 

red 

th. 

294 

131 

116 

110 

105 

114 

84 

104 

119 

80 

83 

77 

74 

1197 

The  demand  for  places  in  the  two  central  nurseries  remains 
high.  The  policy  of  admission  being  based  on  the  need  compelling 
the  mother  to  go  to  work  has  been  continued.  These  central 
nurseries  appear  to  have  established  themselves  as  permanent 
features  of  the  welfare  service,  and  replacement  by  more  suitable 
premises  is  being  considered. 
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MENTAL  WELFARE 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Wm.  Ogden,  the  medical  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Berkshire  mental  hospital,  for  the  following 
information  : — 

Number  of  admissions,  discharges  and  deaths  of  patients 
chargeable  to  the  County  Borough  of  Reading  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1947  : — 


M. 

Admissions  27 
Discharges  24 
Deaths  2 


Voluntary.  Temporary.  Certified.  Total. 

F.  Total  M.  F.  Total  M.  F.  Total  M.  F.  Total 
35  62  -  -  -  17  31  48  44  66  110 

40  64  -  -  -  6  20  26  30  60  90 

2  4  -  -  -  13  13  26  15  15  30 


Out-patient  clinics — 

Royal  Berkshire  Hospital 

New  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  341 

Total  attendances  ...  ...  1,360 

Berks  Mental  Hospital  for  Special  Treatment 

New  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Total  attendances  ...  ...  ...  551 


Mental  Deficiency.  The  chief  difficulty  is  still  the  con¬ 
tinued  shortage  of  accommodation  for  cases  urgently  in  need  of 
institutional  care. 

The  facilities  of  the  occupation  centre  at  “  The  Beeches,” 
London  Road,  have  been  investigated  and  it  has  been  found 
impracticable  to  provide  residential  accommodation  there. 

I  am  indebted  to  Miss  D.  Collins,  the  Mental  Welfare 
Officer,  for  the  following  information  : — 

Number  of  mental  defectives  ascertained  to  be  “subject  to 
be  dealt  with”  : — 

M.  F.  Total 

Institution  (Borocourt,  95  ;  Brentry  Colony,  Bristol, 

3  ;  Royal  Earlswood,  Surrey,  1  ;  St.  Mary’s, 

Alton,  1)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43  57  100 

On  Licence  from  Institution  (Employed  away  from 
home,  7  ;  employed  living  at  home,  3  ;  in 
hospital,  1  ;  at  home  attending  occupation 

centre,  1)  . 5  7  12 

Guardianship  (Maintained  by  this  Authority,  24  ; 
in  employment,  3  ;  employed  on  licence  from 
guardianship,  2)  ...  ...  .  ...  14  15  29 
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Statutory  supervision 

93 

60 

153 

Of  whom  under  “awaiting  removal  to  Institution” 

13 

3 

16 

In  “  place  of  safety  ” 

— 

1 

1 

State  Institutions  ... 

6 

3 

9 

Number  of  cases  granted  licence  from  Institutions 
during  1947 

5 

2 

7 

Number  of  cases  granted  licence  from  guardian- 
ship  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

_ 

1 

1 

Number  of  cases  returned  from  licence  to 
Institutions 

1 

1 

2 

Number  of  cases  who  have  died  during  1947 

5 

2 

7 

Discharged  during  1947 

— 

1 

1 

Number  of  cases  ascertained  during  1947 — 

Adults 

5 

3 

8 

Children 

8 

10 

18 

Not  at  present  “  subject  to  be  dealt  with  ”  but  for 
whom  the  local  authority  may  subsequently 
become  liable 

61 

46 

107 

Of  whom  “  under  friendly  supervision  ” 

54 

36 

90 

Number  of  cases  on  licence  or  guardianship  super¬ 
vised  on  behalf  of  other  authorities 

1 

1 

OCCUPATION  CENTRE 

I  am  indebted  to  Miss  E.  M.  Barkas,  Supervisor  of  the 
Occupation  Centre  at  “  The  Beeches,”  London  Road,  Reading, 
for  the  following  account  of  the  past  year’s  work  : — 

The  occupation  centre  removed  from  Watlington  House  to 
“  The  Beeches,”  109  London  Road,  on  January  7th,  1947,  and 
the  classes  were  resumed  on  January  14th,  1947. 

The  building  was  opened  officially  on  March  19th,  1947, 
by  Dr.  Kenneth  Soddy  (Medical  Director  of  the  National 
Association  for  Mental  Health)  supported  by  the  Mayor  (Alderman 
Mrs.  A.  P.  E.  Cusden,  J.P.)  in  the  chair,  and  other  members  of 
the  Town  Council. 

Classes  have  been  held  during  the  school  term  from  Mondays 
till  Fridays.  From  November  3rd  the  centre  has  been  open 
full-time  on  Mondays  from  10  a.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 

Number  of  defectives  on  the  register. 


Males 

Females 

Full-time 

...  28 

Full-time 

...  30 

Part-time 

...  4 

Part-time 

...  5 

32 

35 

Total  ...  67 
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The  staff  consists  of  the  following  : — 

Supervisor 
Assistant  supervisor 
Resident  caretaker 
2  guide  assistants 

1  male  instructor  for  boot  repairing 
(2  afternoons  weekly) 

1  male  instructor  for  woodwork 
(1  afternoon  weekly) 

Use  of  School  Medical  Service.  The  centre  has  benefited 
drom  the  school  medical  service 

[a)  for  routine  visits  of  inspection  and  advice  given  by  the 

School  Medical  Officer. 

(b)  for  dental,  ophthalmic  and  other  necessary  treatments  given 

to  defectives. 

Transport.  Two  special  buses  are  still  in  use  for  the 
children  and  low-grade  defectives  attending  the  centre.  The 
districts  covered  are  : — 

(a)  Whitley  and  Shinfield  Road 

(b)  Oxford  Road  to  Weald  Rise  and  Caversham  Road. 

Free  bus  tickets  also  given  to  defectives  capable  of  attending 
the  centre  unescorted. 

Meals.  By  arrangement  with  the  school  meals  service  a 
mid-day  meal  is  available  to  all  defectives  attending  the  centre 
at  the  cost  of  5d.  per  day  per  person. 

The  centre  still  obtains  milk  under  the  “  milk  for  schools 
scheme.” 

Curriculum.  The  defectives  are  taught  needlework, 
knitting,  rug-making,  raffia  basketry,  puppetry  and  other 
elementary  crafts,  also  simple  domestic  duties,  e.g.,  polishing, 
scrubbing,  washing-up  crockery  and  laundry  work.  The  boot¬ 
repairing  and  woodwork  classes  are  still  flourishing. 

Sense-training  apparatus  is  provided  for  the  children  and 
low-grades. 

Physical  activities,  such  as  dancing,  singing,  games, 
percussion  band  and  simple  eurhythmies  form  an  important  part 
of  their  training. 

Home  teaching.  One  defective  has  been  receiving  home 
teaching  during  the  year. 
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Visits  of  Students.  By  arrangement  with  the  N.A.M.H., 
students  in  training  for  the  supervisor’s  diploma  have  worked  at 
the  centre  during  the  year  ;  2  students  for  a  period  of  5  weeks, 
and  1  student  for  2  weeks. 

Open  Days.  Three  “  open  days  ”  were  arranged  during  the 
year  to  interest  parents  and  friends  in  the  work  and  training  of 
defectives.  The  handwork  was  on  view,  some  of  which  was  for 
sale. 


WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND 

I  am  indebted  to  the  secretary  of  the  Reading  Association 
for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind,  who  act  for  the  Corporation  in  this 
matter,  for  the  following  account  of  the  work  performed  during 
the  past  year  : — 

“  On  31st  December,  1947,  there  were  204  blind  people  on 
the  register  of  the  Reading  Association  for  the  Welfare  of  the 
Blind,  80  males  and!24  females.  The  age  groups  were  as  follows:- 


AGE  GROUPS 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Under  1  year  ... 

— 

— 

1  to  4  years  ... 

1 

— 

1 

5  ,,  15  , ,  ... 

5 

1 

6 

16  „  20  „  ... 

— 

— 

— 

21  „  39  „  ... 

9 

12 

21 

40  „  49  „  ... 

6 

13 

19 

50  ,,  64  ,, 

13 

25 

38 

65  years  and  over 

46 

73 

119 

Totals  ... 

80 

124 

204 

AGE  AT  ONSET  OF 

BLINDNESS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Under  1  year 

10 

10 

20 

1  to  4  years 

1 

3 

4 

5  ,,  15  ,, 

4 

2 

6 

16  „  20  „  ... 

3 

1 

4 

21  „  39  „  ... 

11 

i  18 

29 

40  „  49  ,, 

3 

11 

14 

50  ,,  64  ,, 

22 

32 

54 

65  years  and  over 

25 

45 

70 

Unknown 

1 

2 

3 

Totals  ... 

80 

124 

204 

During  the  year  there  were  8  deaths,  19  new  cases,  10 
transfers  out,  1  case  untraced,  6  transfers  in. 
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Home  Workers.  Throughout  the  year  there  were  8  home 
workers — 2  machine  knitters,  2  basket  makers,  2  piano  tuners, 
1  boot  repairer  and  1  hand  knitter.  The  maximum  earnings  of 
a  home  worker  during  any  one  month  were  £\l  7s.  6d. 

Pastime  classes  and  domino  club.  Meetings  were  held  three 
times  weekly,  with  a  maximum  attendance  of  14.  At  the  pastime 
class  stool  seating,  knitting,  raffia  work,  rug  making  and  string- 
bag  making  were  taught. 

Monthly  Socials.  Throughout  the  year  these  took  place  on 
the  last  Friday  of  each  month  at  the  Katesgrove  School  hall,  for 
the  use  of  which  the  association  is  indebted  to  the  Education 
Committee.  Members  of  the  Round  Table  conscientiously  and 
regularly  brought  the  blind  to  the  socials  in  their  cars  and  the 
association  was  fortunate  in  obtaining  a  petrol  allowance  for  them 
when  the  basic  allowance  was  stopped. 

Christmas  and  New  Year  Parties.  Early  in  the  year 
(January  15th),  through  the  kindness  of  Messrs.  Mcllroy’s,  a 
party  took  place  in  the  Jacobean  Restaurant  and  was  well  attended. 
On  December  17th,  a  Christmas  party  took  place,  also  in  the 
Jacobean  Restaurant,  with  a  record  attendance.  The  Mayor  was 
present  on  both  occasions,  and  the  association  is  indebted  to  the 
Reading  Operatic  Society  for  a  most  enjoyable  concert.  Dec., 
1947,  was,  incidentally,  the  21st  birthday  of  the  association. 

Home  for  the  Blind.  The  association’s  committee,  in  view 
of  the  new  National  Assistance  Bill  which  will  require  local 
authorities  to  provide  homes  for  the  aged  and  disabled,  thoroughly 
reviewed  the  question  of  the  home  :  and  eventually  decided  that 
the  association  should  continue  with  the  appeal  for  funds  ;  and 
the  first  stages  in  the  preparation  of  an  appeal  booklet  were 
taken. 

Outings.  An  outing  was  organised  on  July  28th,  when 
three  coach-loads  of  blind  people,  guides  and  staff,  went  to 
Bournemouth.  The  day  was  very  hot.  An  excellent  lunch  was 
served  by  the  Prince’s  Restaurant  for  the  whole  party.  The 
coaches  returned  to  Reading  about  10  p.m. 

The  Domino  Club  had  an  outing  to  Southsea  on  August 
27th.  This  also  was  a  delightful  summer  day,  and  the  trip  was 
still  further  improved  by  a  sail  over  to  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

Wireless.  During  the  year,  7  new  sets  (four  electric  and 
3  battery)  were  received  from  the  British  Wireless  for  the  Blind 
Fund,  Great  Portland  Street,  London.  These  were  all  allocated 
to  deserving  cases. 

Winter  Coal.  Coal  at  the  rate  of  4  cwt.  a  month  was 
delivered  to  all  those  blind  persons  over  70,  and  in  need.” 
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Report  of  Consulting  Ophthalmic  Surgeon.  I  am 

indebted  to  Mr.  G.  T.  Willoughby  Cashell,  F.R.C.S.,  for  the 
following  information  : — 

Twenty-three  cases  were  examined  for  admission  to  the 
blind  register  in  1947,  of  which  20  were  found  to  be  blind,  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Act,  and  3  were  not. 


Blind 

Not  Blind 

Total 

Cataract 

5 

1 

6 

Glaucoma 

3 

— 

3 

Myopia  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Retinal  conditions 

4 

1 

5 

Congenital 

conditions 

6 

6 

Infections 

1 

— 

1 

20 

3 

23 

Of  the  5  cases  blind  from  cataract,  2  have  since  certification 
been  successfully  operated  on,  2  have  been  placed  on  the  waiting 
list  for  admission  to  the  hospital  for  operation,  and  in  the  fifth 
case  operation  was  contra-indicated  on  the  grounds  of  the  patient’s 
general  health. 

The  non-certifiable  case  of  myopia  was  a  child  recommended 
for  education  in  a  special  school  but  was  not  sufficiently  advanced 
for  blind  school  education.  The  certified  patient  was  blind  from 
myopic  degeneration. 

Two  of  the  patients  under  the  heading  of  retinal  conditions 
were  suffering  from  detached  retina  and  the  other  two  had  senile 
degenerative  changes  as  had  the  uncertified  case  in  this  category. 

The  congenital  conditions  included  two  sisters  with  familial 
nodular  keratitis,  one  case  of  congenital  dislocation  of  the  lenses, 
one  of  partial  albinism,  one  of  albinism  and  one  of  optic  atrophy 
from  internal  hydrocephalus. 

The  case  of  infection  was  a  child  blind  from  the  effects  of 
ophthalmia  neonatorum. 


Queen  Victoria  Institute  for  District  Nursing.  I  give 
a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  this  Association  taken, 
with  the  permission  of  the  Superintendent,  from  the  annual 
report  for  1947  : —  GENERAL  NURSING. 


No.  of  Cases 

Hospi- 

Ap- 

Medi- 

Surgi- 

Total 

Total 

Old 

New 

Doctor 

tal 

plied 

cal 

call 

Cases 

V isits 

Reading  and  Earley 

269 

1,306 

1,025 

69 

212 

1,075 

231 

1,575 

65,696 

Caversham 

36 

387 

285 

17 

85 

288 

99 

423 

7,081 

Tilehurst 

25 

182 

130 

4 

48 

142 

40 

207 

5,459 

Lower  Whitley 

35 

206 

121 

19 

66 

133 

73 

241 

6,171 

365 

2,081 

1,561 

109 

411 

1,638 

443 

2,446 

84,407 

Supervisory  Visits,  Reading 


1,971 


86,378 
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EMERGENCY  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
LABORATORY  SERVICE 

All  the  necessary  bacteriological  work  was  carried  out  in  the 
Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  Royal  Berkshire 
Hospital,  on  the  same  lines  as  in  the  previous  year. 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 

When  this  Act  comes  into  operation  there  will  be  many 
changes  in  the  health  services  of  the  Corporation.  During  the 
year  under  review  the  following  schemes  were  drawn  up  and 
submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Health  : — 

Ambulance  services  (Sec.  27). 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  (Sec.  26). 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children  (Sec.  22). 

Midwifery  (Sec.  23). 

Health  Visiting  (Sec.  24). 

Home  Nursing  (Sec.  25). 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care  (Sec.  28). 

Domestic  Help  (Sec.  29). 

Mental  Welfare  (Sec.  51). 

Since  these  schemes  are  subject  to  modification,  I  propose 
to  defer  further  description,  and  general  comments  on  changes 
under  the  Act,  for  a  later  report. 


GENERAL  ECONOMIC  POSITION 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Manager  of  the  Reading  Employment 
Exchange  for  the  following  brief  note  about  the  trend  of 
unemployment  in  the  borough  over  the  past  year  : — 

“  The  eight  main  industries  carried  on  in  this  area  are  : — 

Distributive  Trades 
National  Government  Service 
Aircraft  Production 
Engineering 
Agriculture 

Local  Government  Service 
Building 

Bread  and  Biscuit  Manufacture. 
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The  number  of  persons  registered  at  the  Reading  Employ¬ 
ment  Exchange  during  1947  was  as  follows  : — 


Period  Ended 

Men 

Women  Boys  Girls 

Total 

March 

505 

102 

1 

5 

613 

June 

177 

111 

2 

6 

296 

September 

210 

98 

4 

5 

317 

December 

580 

80 

— 

3 

663 

These  figures  do  not  include  juveniles  residing  in  the  borough 
of  Reading  and  who  are  dealt  with  by  the  Reading  Juvenile 
Employment  Bureau  which  is  under  the  control  of  the  Reading 
Education  Committee. 

The  insurable  population  in  July,  1947,  was  approximately 
54,000  which  is  a  slight  increase  over  the  July,  1946,  figure.” 


CREMATION 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  the  medical  referee  to  the 
Reading  Crematorium  and  issues  the  necessary  authority  to 
cremate.  During  the  year  under  review  407  cremations  were 
carried  out. 


CONCLUSION 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  the 
Health  and  other  Committees  for  their  continued  encouragement 
and  support  and  to  all  members  of  my  staff  for  the  zeal  and 
loyalty  shown  in  carrying  out  their  duties. 


■ 
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SUMMARY 

The  following  tabular  statement  represents  the  numbers  of 
children  who  came  under  review  by  the  officers  of  the  school 
medical  department  during  the  year  : — 

Children  in  average  attendance  at  schools  ...  ...  11,091 

School  children  examined  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,360 

Miscellaneous  examinations  (employed  boys,  etc.)  359 

Treated  at  minor  ailment  clinics  ...  ...  ...  3,532 

Treated  at  ringworm  clinic  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Treated  at  eye  clinic  ...  ...  ....  ...  ...  634 

Treated  at  ear  clinic  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  246 

Examinations  by  school  dentists  ...  ...  ...  12,390 

Treated  by  school  dentists  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,372 

Treated  at  speech  clinic  ...  ...  ...  ...  125 

Total  attendances  at  various  clinics  ...  ...  35,367 

Total  examinations  by  nurses  for  cleanliness  ...  41,976 

Home  visits  by  nurses  ...  ...  ...  ...  605 

Number  of  baths  given  to  children  ...  ...  653 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
TOWN  HALL, 

READING, 

July,  1948 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
EDUCATION  COMMITTEE 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  an  abridged  annual  report  on  the  work  of 
the  School  Health  Service. 


SCHOOL  POPULATION 

The  following  summaries  are  extracted  from  a  report  of 
the  Superintendent  Welfare  Officer,  showing  the  child  population 
on  31st  December,  1947,  in  so  far  as  compulsory  school  attendance 
age  is  concerned  : — 


Age  in 
years 

5- 

6- 

7- 

8- 

9- 

10- 

11- 

12- 

13- 

14- 

5  to  15 
years 

Children 
in  each 
age 
group 

1,568 

1,472 

1,529 

1,528 

1,582 

1,669 

1,539 

1,566 

1,485 

1,251 

15,189 

PERIODIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS 

These  inspections  are  carried  out  by  a  school  medical 
officer  and  a  school  nurse,  on  the  school  premises.  Parents  are 
invited  to  be  present  and  most  do  avail  themselves  of  the 
invitation.  The  fact  that  such  numbers  do  so  is  evidence  of  the 
increasing  interest  taken  in  health  matters,  and  their  presence  is 
of  great  help  to  the  doctor  in  that  the  previous  medical  history 
of  a  child  can  be  obtained  more  fully  and  be  utilised  to  advantage. 
One  further  point  in  general  must  be  referred  to  at  this  juncture 
and  that  is  the  splendid  co-operation  which  exists  between 
medical  and  teaching  staffs  at  these  inspections.  Such  co-operation 
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is  of  the  utmost  value  as  it  helps  in  the  more  complete  diagnosis 
and  early  treatment  of  cases  suffering  from  defects. 

At  the  present  time  emphasis  is  being  laid  on  Preventive 
Medicine  rather  than  treatment  for  a  defect  or  disease  after  it 
has  become  well  established,  that  is  to  say,  all  endeavours  must 
be  made  to  keep  a  healthy  person  healthy  and  to  treat  any 
defect  or  disease  in  its  earliest  stage.  For  this  reason  alone  the 
periodic  medical  inspection  is  of  the  highest  value,  and  the  more 
frequently  it  can  be  carried  out  the  nearer  it  becomes  to  ideal 
Preventive  Medicine. 

In  addition  to  periodic  medical  inspections,  routine  examina¬ 
tions  are  carried  out  by  the  school  nurses.  These  include  head 
and  general  inspections.  Every  endeavour  is  made  to  examine 
the  heads  of  all  children  at  least  once  per  term  and  of  nursery 
school  children  every  week.  That  this  type  of  inspection  has 
proved  efficacious  is  evident  when  one  realises  the  remarkable 
drop  in  the  number  of  unclean  heads  in  the  last  few  years.  A 
general  inspection  is  carried  out  by  the  school  nurses  of  every 
child  each  year  and  any  obvious  or  doubtful  defect  is  referred 
to  the  medical  officer,  who  arranges  to  see  the  child  at  a  special 
clinic. 

To  sum  up,  the  objects  of  the  Routine  Periodic  Inspections 
are  as  follows  : — 

(1)  To  keep  healthy  children  healthy. 

(2)  To  detect  any  incipient  disease  or  defect  in  the  early 

stages. 

(3)  To  provide  or  arrange  for  the  provision  of  adequate 

treatment  where  necessary. 

(4)  To  promote  cleanliness  and  prevention  of  infection  from 

one  child  to  another. 

(5)  To  obtain  a  broad  opinion  on  the  general  health  of  the 

school  population. 

During  1947,  efforts  were  made  to  reduce  the  arrears  which 
accrued  during  the  war  years.  As  a  result  the  number  of 
inspections  was  increased  from  3,578  to  4,932  and  the  number  of 
re-inspections  from  1,446  to  1,961. 

The  following  tables  are  given  because  they  give  a  realistic 
review  of  the  work  done  and  the  defects  found  : — 

Entrants  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,501 

Second  age  group  (8-11  years).  ...  1,631 

Third  age  group  (12-14  years)  ...  1,458 


Total  4,590 

Number  of  other  periodic  inspections 

( 1 5  years  and  over)  . . .  342 


Grand  total  4,932 


Re-inspections  1,961 
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Pupils  found  to  require  Treatment 


Group 

(1) 

For  defective 
vision 
(excluding 
squint) 

(2) 

For  any  of  the 
other  conditions 

recorded  in  Table  II 

(3) 

Total 

individual 

pupils 

(4) 

Entrants 

5 

164 

169 

Second  age  group 

67 

137 

204 

Third  age  group 

101 

178 

279 

Total  (prescribed  groups) 

173 

479 

652 

Other  Periodic  Inspections 

38 

48 

86 

Grand  Total  ... 

211 

527 

738 

Return  of  Defects  found  by  Periodic  Medical  Inspection 


No.  of  Defects 

Defect 

Code 

No. 

Defect  or  Disease 

(1) 

Requiring 

treatment 

(2) 

Requiring  to  be  kept 
under  observation  but 
not  requiring  treat¬ 
ment 

(3) 

4 

Skin 

19 

5 

5 

Eyes — '-(a)  Vision 

211 

189 

(b)  Squint 

38 

18 

(c)  Other 

12 

2 

6 

Ears — (a)  Hearing 

9 

4 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

25 

3 

(c)  Other 

8 

4 

7 

Nose  and  Throat 

101 

218 

8 

Speech... 

8 

9 

9 

Cervical  Glands 

16 

130 

10 

Heart  and  Circulation 

14 

66 

11 

Lungs 

17 

39 

12 

Developmental — (a)  Hernia 

5 

1 

(■ b )  Other... 

— 

— 

13 

Orthopaedic — (a)  Posture  ... 

38 

38 

(b)  Flat  Foot 

83 

16 

'(c)  Other 

18 

21 

14 

Nervous  system — (a)  Epilepsy 

— 

— 

15 

(b)  Other... 

Psychological — 

4 

8 

(a)  Development 

12 

— 

(b)  Stability 

33 

5 

16 

Other  ... 

67 

100 

72 


NUTRITION 

It  is  an  admitted  fact  that  observers  vary  in  their  assess¬ 
ment  of  nutrition  and  if  added  to  this  there  is  a  change  in  such 
personnel,  it  is  obvious  that  comparisons  in  detail  of  yearly 
figures  lose  much  of  their  value.  This  has  occurred  to  some 
extent  in  Reading,  and  therefore  it  would  be  better  to  view  the 
actual  figures  with  a  certain  amount  of  reserve,  and  yet  at  the 
same  time  agree  that  one  can  gather  at  least  a  broad  outline  of 
the  general  prevailing  state  of  nutrition. 

At  one  time  great  emphasis  was  placed  on  heights  and 
weights  alone,  but  nutrition  means  much  more  than  these  two 
items,  and  should  include  physical  development,  physique, 
muscular  tone  and  general  vitality. 

After  a  study  of  various  figures  for  1938-1947,  it  can, 
without  doubt,  be  said  that,  in  general,  nutrition  has  improved. 

/vV£^jC/Par t  of  this  improvement  must  be  attributed  to  the  school 
service.  All  children  receive  milk  at  school  and  about 
one-third  of  the  school  population  in  Reading  have  school  meals, 
involving  the  serving  of  approximately  one  million  meals  per 
year. 


The  following  tables  are  given  with  the  request  that  a  general 
impression  only  be  obtained  : — 


Year 

No.  of 
children 
inspected 

A — C 
(Exce 

lood 

llent) 

B — Fair 
(Normal) 

C— F 
(Sub-nc 

yoor 

)rmal) 

No. 

o/ 

/o 

No. 

o/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

1938 

4,106 

630 

15.3 

3,202 

78.0 

274 

6.6 

1944 

3,795 

889 

23.4 

2,745 

72.3 

161 

4.2 

1945 

4,696 

1,743 

37.1 

2,737 

58.3 

216 

4.0 

1946 

3,578 

1,238 

34.6 

2,167 

60.5 

173 

4.7 

1947 

4,932 

1,003 

20.3 

3,846 

77.9 

83 

1.7 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  Category  D  (Bad)  has  been  deleted 
as  a  classification  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Education.  This 
does  not  effect  the  comparison  of  Reading’s  figures  for  1947 
with  those  of  previous  years  since  the  highest  number  recorded 
in  this  category  was  “  one  ”  and  for  most  years  a  “  nil  ”  return 
was  made.  The  Ministry  have  also  altered  the  description  of  the 
remaining  three  groups  as  shown.  Previous  description  in 
brackets 
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SCHOOL  MILK 

The  average  number  of  children  receiving  milk  was  10,872 
or  approximately  87  per  cent  of  those  in  attendance.  All  milk 
supplied  is  pasteurised. 

SCHOOL  MEALS 

I  am  indebted  to  the  School  Meals'  Organiser  for  the 
following  information  : — 

The  number  of  meals  served  between  January  and 
December  1947  was  918,356,  compared  with  848,170  last  year. 
This  number  includes  the  meals  served  to  staff,  children's  homes 
and  nurseries. 

The  demand  for  meals  has  shown  a  steady  increase,  but 
the  only  additional  kitchen  space  provided  during  the  year  was 
the  opening  of  two  Nursery  School  Canteens.  Once  again 
everything  possible  was  done  to  increase  the  capacity  of  existing 
kitchens. 

Work  is  now  in  progress  on  the  new  self-contained  canteens 
at  various  schools,  and  it  is  hoped  to  be  able  to  open  these  kitchens 
in  the  near  future. 


CLEANLINESS 

[a)  Lice.  Mention  has  been  made  of  the  routine  cleanli¬ 
ness  inspections  carried  out  each  term  by  school  nurses.  The 
system  of  using  informal  notices  to  first  or  accidental  offenders 
and  formal  notices  to  the  known  defaulters  has  continued.  In 
no  case  has  it  been  necessary  to  issue  a  cleansing  order. 

The  percentage  of  children  found  unclean  was  3.2  of  all 
inspections  and  8.8  per  cent  of  the  school  population.  This  is  an 
improvement  on  previous  years. 

(b)  Scabies.  The  cleansing  unit  at  the  central  school 
clinic,  staffed  by  a  whole-time  attendant,  deals  also  with  cases 
of  scabies,  by  bathing  and  the  application  of  benzyl  benzoate. 
The  incidence  of  this  infestation  continues  to  decline  and  126 
cases  only  were  reported. 

4 

The  following  figures  summarise  the  work  carried  out  : — 

(1 )  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  schools  by 

the  school  nurses  or  other  authorised  persons  41 ,976 

(2)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be 

infested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,336 

(3)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom 

cleansing  notices  were  issued  (Section  54  (2), 

Education  Act,  1944)  ...  ...  ...  542 

(4)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom 

cleansing  orders  were  issued  (Section  54  (3), 

Education  Act,  1944)  ... 


Nil 
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RINGWORM  OF  THE  SCALP 

During  the  year  1947,  the  number  of  new  cases  was  56  as 
compared  with  150  during  1946,  and  it  can  be  stated  that  the 
disease  is  now  confined  to  within  normal  limits. 

The  chief  point  in  the  management  of  cases  of  ringworm  of 
the  scalp  is  to  adopt  treatment  which  will  lessen  the  necessary 
period  of  absence  from  school  and  at  the  same  time  prove 
effective.  Accepting  this  point  of  view,  ordinary  medical  methods 
are  used  for  a  short  period.  If  signs  of  improvement  appear, 
then  similar  treatment  is  continued,  but  if  the  disease  is  not 
responding  and  is  progressing,  then  X-ray  treatment  at  St. 
John’s  Hospital  is  arranged.  It  is  very  gratifying  indeed  to  report 
that  all  cases  treated  at  St.  John’s  have  proved  successful. 


Figures  for  1947  are  as  follows  : — 


(a) 

Children  attending  1st  January 

•  •  •  •  •  •  ... 

38 

(b) 

New  cases  during  the  year  ... 

•••  •  .  •  ••• 

56 

(4 

Number  discharged  following  cure 

by  X-ray 

48 

(d) 

Number  discharged  following  cure 

by  other  means 

29 

(e) 

Number  of  children  X-rayed... 

•••  •••  ••• 

40 

(  f )  Attendances  made 

•••  •••  ••• 

1,128 

(g) 

Children  attending  December  31st 

...  ...  ... 

24 

RINGWORM  OF  THE  BODY 


There  were  160  cases  of  this  disease  during  1947.  No  special 
figures  were  kept  for  1946  and  therefore  actual  comparison  is 
not  possible,  but  it  is  felt  that  the  incidence  has  not  increased 
to  any  appreciable  extent. 

Ringworm  of  the  body  in  contrast  to  that  of  the  scalp, 
responds  quickly  to  ordinary  medical  treatment,  and  therefore 
does  not  constitute  any  major  problem. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  following  shows  the  number  of  children  suffering 
from  notifiable  diseases  and  the  number  of  contacts  excluded 
from  school  during  1947  : — 

Patients — 


Scarlet  fever 

...  67 

Whooping  cough 

...  38 

Measles 

...  671 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

...  5 

Acute  polio-encephalitis 

1 

Paratyphoid  “  B  ” 

1 

Typhoid 

1 
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Contacts — 

Scarlet  fever  ...  ...  ...  72 

Whooping  cough  ...  ...  ...  12 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Acute  poliomyelitis  ...  ...  4 

Acute  polio-encephalitis  ...  ...  1 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  ...  ...  6 

Dysentery  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Paratyphoid  “  B  ”  ...  ...  1 

Typhoid  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


SPEECH  CLINIC 

Miss  K.  Buckman  left  the  Speech  Clinic  in  August,  1947, 
and  was  succeeded  in  September  by  Miss  B.  Fitch. 

125  children  received  treatment  at  the  clinic  during  1947. 
Of  this  number  5  were  cases  of  cleft  palate,  35  of  stammering 
and  69  had  articulatory  defects  of  various  kinds.  The  remaining 
16  included  2  cases  of  mutism  and  a  number  of  children  requiring 
breathing  exercises  or  post-adenoidal  treatment. 

35  children  were  discharged  cured  or  greatly  improved 
and  13  were  either  referred  to  other  departments,  e.g.  Child 
Guidance,  or  were  kept  under  observation.  61  children  continued 
with  their  treatment  into  1948.  The  remaining  16  children 
were  discharged  for  non-attendance — for  the  most  part,  how¬ 
ever,  attendance  has  been  good  and  in  most  cases  improvement 
has  been  noted. 

Clinics  were  held  at  Whitley,  Battle  and  Grovelands  in 
addition  to  the  Queen’s  Road  Clinic,  and  one  morning  a  week 
was  spent  at  Whitley  Special  School.  A  couple  of  hours  a  week 
were  spent  at  two  infant  schools — mainly  as  a  preventive 
measure. 

There  have  been  many  school  and  home  visits  and  it  is 
hoped  in  the  future  to  increase  the  number  of  these  as  their 
importance  can  hardly  be  overestimated. 


PHYSICAL  TRAINING 

I  am  indebted  to  the  organisers  of  Physical  Training  for 
the  following  report  : — 

Thanks  to  the  generosity  of  the  Education  Committee, 
through  the  Chief  Education  Officer,  and  the  co-operation  of 
head  teachers  and  teachers,  during  1947  the  organisers  of  physical 
education  have  been  able  to  carry  out  the  plans  outlined  in  last 
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year’s  report.  Efforts  were  made  to  develop  the  work  along 
modern  lines,  allowing  the  children  more  liberty  of  action,  larger 
and  freer  movements  in  their  lessons,  and  generally  speaking, 
aiming  for  happy  and  purposeful  work. 

The  introduction  of  this  new  form  of  physical  education  has 
meant  in  Reading  that  many  of  the  older  teachers,  as  well  as 
those  newly  qualified  and  appointed  from  Emergency  Training 
Colleges,  have  been  asked  to  sacrifice  much  of  their  free  time  to 
attend  the  training  courses  which  have  been  conducted  by  the 
organisers  during  the  year.  We  are  happy  to  report  that  the 
enthusiasm  and  support  of  these  teachers  has  had  a  very  pleasing 
effect  on  the  work  in  their  schools. 

The  staffing  problems  have  eased  considerably  by  the 
aforementioned  appointments  from  Emergency  Training  Colleges 
and  a  great  deal  of  the  time  spent  in  schools  by  the  organisers  have 
been  devoted  to  helping  these  teachers  as  much  as  possible.  The 
outstanding  feature  in  this  work  has  been  the  keenness  and 
genuine  quest  for  guidance  about  this  subject  on  the  part  of  these 
teachers.  The  appointment  of  men  to  primary  schools  where  for 
several  years  there  has  been  no  male  staff,  has  helped  considerably 
especially  with  extra-mural  work.  No  doubt  some  of  the  gallant 
staff  of  women  who  carried  out  the  boys’  football  teams  during 
the  war  period  were  pleased  to  hand  over  these  charges  to  their 
male  colleagues,  but  nevertheless  there  were  some  who  were 
loathe  to  give  up  this  work.  A  special  word  of  credit  is  due,  we 
feel,  to  these  women  teachers. 

The  Voluntary  Schools  Association  have  been  as  active  as 
before  and  we  wish  to  express  our  thanks  to  them  for  their 
great  assistance  in  our  work,  especially  in  our  efforts  to  improve 
equipment  standards  and  playing  conditions. 

Courses.  The  following  teachers’  training  courses  were  con¬ 
ducted  during  the  past  twelve  months  : — 

(a)  Junior  School  Course — 1933  syllabus  was  condensed  and 

applied  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  children  and  the  facilities 
prevailing  in  Reading. 

(b)  Swimming  Course — a  much  higher  standard  of  performance 

was  aimed  at  and  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Reading 
Schools’  Swimming  Association,  who  revised  the  swimming 
tests  at  the  request  of  the  organisers,  a  general  method  of 
teaching  was  introduced. 

(c)  Infants’  Course — aimed  at  developing  this  important  stage 

of  the  work  on  modern  lines  and  introduced  up-to-date 
equipment. 

(d)  Lawn  Tennis  Course — conducted  by  a  professional  coach 

appointed  by  the  Lawn  Tennis  Association  to  introduce 
to  teachers  a  standard  method  of  instructing  tennis  with 
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school  children.  The  course  gave  the  teachers  an 
opportunity  of  taking  the  Lawn  Tennis  Teachers’ 
Certificate.  Several  teachers  were  successful  in  this 
examination. 

(e)  Modern  Dance — a  most  enjoyable  and  instructive  week-end 
course  was  held  at  the  Kendrick  School.  The  course 
demonstrated,  with  pleasing  results,  the  development  of 
the  work  in  this  direction. 

(/)  Apparatus  Course — conducted  principally  to  introduce  new 
apparatus  to  primary  schools  and  to  acquaint  teachers  in 
secondary  schools  with  the  work  attempted  in  earlier 
classes  and  thus  to  ensure  a  progressive  scheme  for  using 
apparatus. 

Apparatus.  A  complete  overhaul  of  gymnastic  apparatus 
was  carried  out  in  all  secondary  schools.  Much  of  the  old 
equipment  was  condemned  and  replaced  and  new  equipment  was 
introduced.  The  latter  has  been  received  with  enthusiasm  by 
staff  and  pupils  alike. 

In  the  primary  departments  special  attention  has  been 
given  to  raising  the  standard  of  equipment,  while  in  selected 
cases  modern  agility  frames  have  been  supplied  and  proved  most 
popular. 

Plans  are  afoot  to  introduce  tubular  steel  apparatus  in 
playgrounds  to  help  those  schools  where  accommodation  is 
limited  and  interest  therefore  more  difficult  to  maintain.  Design 
of  this  apparatus  will  be  drawn  up  by  the  organisers  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  older  children  in  primary  schools  in  particular. 
Teachers  are  showing  special  interest  in  this  work  and  already 
one  school  has  submitted  a  plan  which,  with  modification,  we 
hope  to  approve.  The  children  in  the  school  concerned  will  be 
encouraged  to  erect  the  frame  themselves. 

Clothing.  The  Ministry  of  Education  allocated  a  number  of 
clothing  coupons  to  cover  shoes,  shorts  and  other  clothing.  The 
former  we  felt  should  receive  prior  consideration  and  it  was 
decided  to  purchase  shoes  to  the  total  coupon  value  of  the 
allocation.  This  total  fell  short  of  the  demands  from  schools  and 
we  must  continue  to  depend  on  some  children  supplying  their 
own  shoes  and  on  the  majority  of  the  children  supplying  their 
own  clothing  for  physical  education. 

Games  Equipment.  It  has  been  possible  during  the  year  to 
increase  the  quantities  in  all  schools.  Supplies  have  been  difficult 
but  the  Education  Committee  has  enjoyed  priority  of  supply  and 
a  reasonable  quantity  of  games  equipment  has  been  obtained  for 
the  schools.  New  items,  such  as  shinty  sticks  and  apparatus  for 
athletic  field  events  have  been  included. 
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Games .  The  Parks  Committee  offered  facilities  for  games 
and  every  school  had  the  use  of  a  playing  field  for  children  over 
the  age  of  ten  years.  The  Education  Committee  was  obliged  to 
the  Berkshire  Wanderers  Football  Club  for  facilities  for  playing 
Rugby  at  Sonning.  Sites  for  future  school  buildings  have  been 
surveyed  by  the  organisers  with  a  view  to  utilising  them  for 
school  playing  fields.  The  Grove,  Caversham,  has  been  taken 
over  for  this  purpose. 

Mowing  equipment  is  in  very  short  supply  as  well  as  being  a 
most  expensive  item  and,  as  an  economy  method  and  a  practical 
proposition,  the  committee  has  been  asked  to  consider  the 
purchase  of  a  tractor,  trailer  and  gang  mower  which  could  be 
used  on  the  fields  in  turn. 

Swimming.  Every  junior  school  and  secondary  school 
enjoyed  the  use  of  swimming  baths  during  the  summer  months. 
The  weather  was  in  favour  of  the  swimmers  and  that,  together 
with  the  fact  that  an  additional  full-time  swimming  instructor 
was  available  for  the  King’s  Meadow  Boys’  Bath,  resulted  in  a 
record  year  in  so  far  as  individual  attendances  of  children  were 
concerned.  A  total  number  of  23,151  attendances  were  made 
at  the  public  baths  during  the  summer  months  of  1947  and  in 
addition  Shinfield  Road  Junior  School  made  use  of  the  facilities 
offered  at  Leighton  Park  School,  for  which  we  were  very  grateful. 

Throughout  the  year  the  emphasis  of  work  and  attention, 
together  with  the  priority  of  supplies  of  equipment,  has  been 
directed  towards  primary  schools.  The  organisers  felt  that  such 
a  course  would  play  an  important  part  in  laying  sound  foundations 
for  future  physical  education  in  Reading. 

In  conclusion  we  wish  to  express  our  thanks  to  everyone 
who  has  assisted  us  in  our  work  throughout  the  year. 


MINOR  AILMENTS  CLINICS 

Minor  Ailments  Clinics  are  held  regularly  at  several  centres 
in  the  town,  and  the  figures  of  attendances  show,  beyond  doubt, 
that  they  have  proved  successful.  Full  advantage  is  taken  of 
the  facilities  offered  and  because  of  the  proximity  of  the  clinics 
to  the  various  schools,  the  children  lose  the  smallest  amount  of 
school  time. 

The  total  number  of  defects  treated  and  under  treatment 
during  the  year  (excluding  uncleanliness)  was  3,532  and  the 
total  number  of  attendances  at  the  various  clinics  was  35,367. 
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The  following  figures  show  the  attendances  at  the  various 


clinics  : — 

Queen’s  Road  ...  ...  ...  6,953 

Whitley  .  9,963 

Grovelands  ...  ...  ...  8,824 

Battle  ...  ...  ...  ...  8,176 

Caversham  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,451 


Total  35,367 


CHILD  GUIDANCE  CLINIC 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  report  received  from  the  Child 
Guidance  Clinic  : — 


No.  of  cases  brought  forward  from 

previous  year 

76 

No.  of  new  cases  referred 

101 

Total  No.  of  cases  sent  for  consider- 

ation  and  treatment 

177 

No.  of  cases  closed 

98 

After  consultation  only 

29 

After  advice  and  supervision  only 

5 

No.  of  cases  treated  and  closed — 

Adjusted 

20 

Improved 

22 

No  change  ... 

6 

Prematurely  closed 

16 

No.  of  attendances —  ... 

For  consultation  only 

102 

Intelligence  test  only 

4 

Treatment  interviews  only  in- 

eluding  remedial  coaching  «... 

1 ,250 

EAR  CLINIC 

Arrangements  were  made  during  the  year  for  one  of  your 
Assistant  Medical  Officers  to  act  as  a  clinical  assistant  to  the 
Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  department  of  the  Royal  Berkshire 
Hospital.  This  has  an  obvious  advantage  in  co-ordinating  the 
discovery  of  defects,  early  treatment  and  effective  “  follow  up  ” 
of  any  aural  defects  or  diseases.  There  remain  a  grave  shortage 
of  educational  facilities  for  deaf  children  which  has  given  much 
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concern.  The  Berkshire  County  Council  have  agreed  to  set  up 
a  residential  school  for  deaf  children  to  serve  the  whole  region, 
but  this  project  does  not  appear  likely  to  materialise  in  the  near 
future.  While  therefore  the  arrangements  for  the  discovery  of 
*  deaf  or  partially  deaf  children  have  been  much  improved,  very 
little  effective  education  can  then  be  found  for  such  handicapped 
pupils.  The  Education  Department  have  tried  to  meet  this 
difficulty  by  the  best  local  facilities  which  can  be  made,  but  can 
do  no  more  until  more  residential  deaf  school  accommodation 
is  forthcoming. 


SCHOOL  DENTAL  SERVICE 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  Campbell,  the  Senior  Dental  Officer, 
for  the  following  report  : — 

During  the  year,  treatment  has  been  along  the  generally 
accepted  lines,  with  conservation  of  the  permanent  dentition  our 
constant  aim. 

Approximately  85  per  cent  of  the  children  on  the  school 
roll  were  inspected  at  school  and  of  these  63  per  cent  were  found 
to  require  treatment.  Out  of  this  number,  62  per  cent  accepted 
treatment  at  the  time  of  inspection.  Subsequently,  a  further 
2  per  cent  accepted.  This  is  an  increase  on  the  acceptance  rate 
of  57  per  cent  last  year.  Although  small,  it  is  a  step  in  the  right 
direction. 

The  use  of  general  anaesthesia  is  very  well  received  by 
children  and  parents  alike  and  should  tend  to  increase  the  rate 
of  acceptance,  as  many  persistent  refusals  accept  treatment 
when  they  find  that  extractions  are  being  done  under  a  general 
anaesthetic. 

» 

There  has  been  a  definite  increase  in  the  number  of  pre¬ 
school  children  and  expectant  mothers  attending  for  treatment. 

Arrangements  are  being  made  to  extend  the  scope  of  the 
dental  service,  to  include  the  supply  of  dentures  and  orthodontic 
appliances,  by  the  Corporation’s  Dental  Officers. 

Although  in  short  supply,  some  new  dental  equipment  has 
been  installed  during  the  year. 

We  wish  to  record  our  thanks  to  the  anaesthetists  and 
teachers  for  their  unfailing  interest  and  co-operation  in  the  work 
of  the  dental  department. 
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Combined  Report  on  Dental  Inspection 
1st  January  to  31st  December,  1947  : — 
a)  Number  of  children  inspected  at  school — 
(a)  Routine  Age  groups — 

2  years 

3  „ 

4  „ 

5  „ 

6  „ 

7 

8 
9 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 


y  y 

y  y 


y  y 

y  y 


Total 

Specials 

Total  Inspections 


(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment 

(3)  Number  actually  treated 

(4)  Number  of  attendances  ... 

(5)  Half-days  inspection 

,,  treatment 

(6)  Fillings — Permanent 

Temporary 


(7)  Extractions — Permanent 

Deciduous 

Orthodontic 


(8)  Administration  of  General  Anaesthetics 

(9)  Other  Operations — Permanent  ... 

Temporary 


and  Treatment 


32 

85 

368 

866 

1,091 

1,068 

1,170 

1,251 

1,157 

1,016 

961 

994 

690 

227 

108 

36 

11 


11,131 

1,259 


12,390 


8,196 

5,372 

10,919 

84 

1,293 

6,281 

1,173 


8,054 


1,252 

6,863 

317 


8,432 


1,953 

1,190 

459 


1,649 


1,808 


(10)  Cases  for  advice  only 
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During  the  year,  the  following  also  attended  for  dental 
treatment 

(1)  Under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme — 


Pre-school  children 

Mothers 

No.  actually  treated 

.  160 

178 

No.  of  attendances 

.  260 

435 

Extractions 

.  187 

639 

Fillings 

86 

135 

Administration  of 

General 

Anaesthetics 

.  48 
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(2)  Fourteen  mothers  were  referred  for  dentures. 

(3)  Six  school  children  were  referred  for  dentures. 

(4)  Ninety-five  school  children  were  inspected  for  employment 
during  the  period  October-December. 

Number  No.  of  No.  of  No.  of  General 

Treated  Attendances  Extractions  Fillings  Anaesthetics 


(5) 

Kennylands 

Camp 

10 

11 

12 

— 

1 

(6) 

Abbey  School  1 1 

19 

3 

19 

— 

(7) 

Christ’s 

Hospital 

11 

24 

8 

12 

— 

(8) 

Blue  Coat 
School 

3 

4 

1 

3 

— 

(9) 

Occupation 

Centre 

9 

10 

19 

— 

4 

(10) 

Ashcroft  and 
Wychcote 
Hostels 

7 

7 

6 

(11) 

In-patients 

Battle 

Hospital 

20 

58 

115 

2 

14 

(12) 

Remand  Home  1 

3 

4 

— 

— 

WHITLEY  SPECIAL  SCHOOL 


There  was  only  one  change  in  the  staff  during  1947,  Mr. 
R.  E.  Lots  succeeding  Mr.  Pryor  as  handicrafts  teacher. 
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The  school  held  its  first  Open  Days  last  July  when  children’s 
work  was  exhibited  and  classes  visited.  The  Mayor  was  among 
the  visitors  on  the  first  day  and,  on  the  second,  the  number  of 
parents  who  attended  was  almost  overwhelming.  The  interest 
taken  and  the  opportunity  to  dispel  wrong  ideas  justify  annual 
repetition  of  the  event. 

School  accommodation  continued  to  be  taxed  to  its  utmost. 
The  introduction  of  clay  modelling  as  an  extension  of  the  art 
classes  brought  very  pleasing  results,  and  in  the  woodwork 
section,  a  hobbies  afternoon  stimulated  interest.  Gardening, 
shoe-repairing,  bookcraft,  basketry,  leatherwork,  technical  draw¬ 
ing,  needlework  and  knitting  continued  to  advantage  in  supplemen¬ 
ting  the  many-sided  approach  to  the  child’s  general  education. 

The  roll  of  the  school  was  as  follows  : — 


E.S.N. 

Dept. 

P.  H. 

Dept. 

Delicate 

Dept. 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

On  the  roll  January,  1947 

52 

30 

31 

11 

21 

30 

Admitted  during  year 

5 

6 

5 

3 

9 

12 

Left  during  year  .  . 

9 

6 

7 

2 

12 

13 

On  roll  December,  1947 

48 

30 

29 

12 

18 

29 

Educationally  Subnormal  Department 

Fortnightly  visits  for  routine  inspection  of  children  by 
the  School  Medical  Officer  continued.  Miss  Fitch  on  her  weekly 
visits  attended  to  children  requiring  speech  therapy. 

Five  boys  and  one  girl  left  to  take  employment  and  two 
girls  are  assisting  at  home.  Four  boys  and  one  girl  left  because 
of  change  of  residence  ^nd  two  girls  were  placed  under  Statutory 
Supervision.  Swimmftig  certificates  were  awarded  to  ten  boys. 

Physically  Handicapped  Department 

Of  the  children  in  this  department,  seventeen  are  under 
the  care  of  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital,  three  Battle  Hospital, 
six  Wingfield  and  one  Chest  Clinic.  Four  boys  and  one  girl  left 
for  employment  of  a  suitable  kind  during  the  year.  One  girl 
returned  to  ordinary  school  and  three  boys  left  because  of  change 
of  residence.  Three  boys  were  awarded  swimming  certificates 
including  one  who  has  not  the  use  of  his  legs. 
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Fortnightly  visits  were  made  by  the  School  Medical  Officer 
ior  routine  inspections.  Miss  Fitch,  Speech  Therapist,  attended 
to  children  in  her  weekly  visit. 

The  service  of  milk,  hot  or  cold,  or  milk  cocoa,  Virol,  malt 
and  cod  liver  oil  and  tonics  continued  according  to  recommen¬ 
dation. 


Delicate  Department 

A  third  bus  was  obtained  for  the  school  and  allocated  to 
this  department.  The  benefit,  especially  to  the  younger  children, 
was  very  soon  proven.  Fortnightly  routine  inspections  of  children 
were  made  by  the  School  Medical  Officer,  the  services  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer  being  confined  to  cases  referred  to  him  and 
to  all  children  being  considered  for  fitness  to  leave  school  or 
return  to  ordinary  school.  Charts  or  temperatures,  heights 
and  weights  were  kept  for  all  children  and  the  service  of  break¬ 
fast,  dinner  and  tea,  Virol,  malt  and  cod  liver  oil,  orange  juice, 
tonics,  etc.,  continued  for  all  children. 

Two  boys  and  two  girls  left  during  the  year  to  take  employ¬ 
ment,  one  boy  and  three  girls  left  the  district  and  nine  boys  and 
eight  girls  returned  to  ordinary  school. 


EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN 

Three  hundred  and  eighty-eight  children  were  examined  for 
fitness  for  employment  outside  school  hours.  The  work  is  usually 
delivery  of  newspapers. 


CONCLUSION 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  department  was  greatly 
handicapped  by  the  resignation  early  in  the  year  of  Dr.  Hall- 
Craggs  and  the  interval  which  elapsed  before  Dr.  Robson  took 
up  his  duties.  Much  credit  is  due  to  all  members  of  the  staff  for 
the  manner  in  which  difficulties  were  overcome,  and  for  the  way 
in  which  extra  effort  has  been  made  to  overtake  arrears  of  work. 

I  would  also  express  my  thanks  to  the  Education  Committee 
for  their  unfailing  help  and  encouragement  during  this  year  of 
somewhat  unusual  difficulty,  and  to  their  Chief  Education 
Officer  and  his  staff  for  their  invariable  assistance  and  co-operation. 
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